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Order of Service

The Complete Services are compiled and produced by twelvebaskets using the resources available on  
www.theworshipcloud.com 

The following resources are a small selection of what is available. Many more resources and inspiration for this week’s 
lectionary, leading worship and other church use are available on The Worship Cloud. 

All resources featured can be downloaded as separate files from the website as part of a subscription. 

Copyright for each resource is retained by the original author / contributor.

Call to Worship  
Hymn:
20 STF – Be still for the presence of the Lord OR
3 STF – Eternal God, your love’s tremendous glory
Opening Prayers 
The Lord’s Prayer 
All age talk 
Hymn:  
517 STF – Eternal Father, strong to save OR
2 STF – Come, let us sing to the One
Readings:  John 16:12-15
Hymn: 
372 STF – Come down, O Love divine OR
157 STF – God has spoken – by his prophets
Readings:  Proverbs 8:1-14, 22-31 Romans 5:1-5
Reflections on the readings
Hymn:
629 STF – God of my faith, I offer you my doubt OR 
13 STF – Sing of a God in majestic divinity
Intercessions 
Offertory 
Offertory prayer 
Hymn:  
764 STF – We believe in God the Father OR
111 STF – Lord of the boundless curves of space
Blessing



Call to Worship 
Lord God, in a universe that is so immense, it is easy to feel insignificant as we stand 
here today. 
Yet we know that we are precious in your sight, unique individuals loved and blessed 
in so many ways. 
We stand in awe of you, who have created all things, and we dedicate this time and 
all our days to your service. 
Accept this offering, we pray, our sacrifice of praise and worship. 
Amen.  1

Hymn: 
20 STF – Be still for the presence of the Lord OR 
3 STF – Eternal God, your love’s tremendous glory 

Opening prayers  
Prayer of adoration 
The warmth of the sun’s embrace, 
the gentle breeze swept in on the tide, 
the rhythm of seasons, 
of new birth, 
death and re-creation, 
all these speak clearly of your love, 
your power and your beauty; 
all are expressions of your creativity 
and, more importantly, of yourself. 
As an artist shares his personality 
through each brushstroke, 
so within the myriad colours 
of wild flowers 
you share the exuberance of your love. 
That we can glimpse you in creation 
tells us that you desire to be seen, 
to be found and known. 
Open our eyes, Lord, as we walk through this world, 
feel the wind and sunshine, 
and see the majesty of creation unfolding before our eyes. 
Help us to see you, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
A prayer of thanksgiving 
In the ebb and flow of daily life 
you are present with us 

 Taken from The Act of Prayer by John Birch1
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in our journeying; 
you are the peace that calms our souls, 
the joy that fills our hearts, 
the grace that overflows, 
the love that draws us close. 
In the ebb and flow of daily life 
you are present with us 
in our journeying. 
For peace, joy, 
love and grace, 
and the warmth of your embrace, 
we give you thanks. 
Amen. 
Confession 
God of healing,  
God of wholeness, 
we bring our brokenness, 
our sinfulness, 
our fears and despair, 
and lay them at your feet. 
God of healing,  
God of wholeness, 
we hold out hearts and hands, 
minds and souls 
to feel your touch 
and know the peace 
that only you can bring. 
God of healing,  
God of wholeness, 
within this precious moment 
in your presence and power, 
grant us the faith and knowledge 
that, here, damaged lives 
are made whole.  2

[Pause] 
Thank you, loving Father, for your forgiveness and acceptance of us, just as we are, 
wherever we have got to in our journey with you, whatever we have done.  
Amen. 

We say together the Lord’s Prayer  

 Taken from The Act of Prayer by John Birch2
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All age talk  
Does anybody know what special Sunday today is? 

It’s Trinity Sunday – an often overlooked part of our church calendar, because 
sometimes it is hard to know where to begin and end with the Trinity. On this Sunday, 
we put aside a day to focus on our understanding of the nature of God as three-in-
one.  

Can anyone name the three elements of the Trinity? 

[See how many different answers you can get – perhaps: Father, Son, Spirit or 
Creator, Christ, Spirit or Heavenly Father, Jesus Christ and Holy Ghost – or different 
combinations of these!] 

As we’ve heard there are different names, lots of words, trying to describe this 
mystery called the Trinity of God. Over the years, there have been lots of books 
written about the Trinity too. But essentially, we are just trying to find a way of 
describing an amazing, awesome God who loves us very much but who we still can’t 
really understand. Whichever words you prefer, we look at it as three different parts 
of the same person: 

[You might like to get three different voices to read the next three paragraphs]. 

1) The Creator: part of God’s nature is as creator. At the beginning of the Bible 
we have a story that is all about helping us to see God’s hand on all of 
creation. We think of this part of God as powerful, strong, large and able to 
make something out of nothing. Perhaps when you look at a dramatic 
landscape, or feel the power of the waves, the wind or the heat from the sun 
you encounter something of this aspect of God. When some people talk about 
God, they are only thinking about the Creator aspect of God’s person and that 
means they picture God as distant, difficult to relate to, or uninterested in 
human beings. 
But nothing could be further from the truth, as the second person of God 
shows us. 

2) The Christ: the Christian church is founded on the stories, teaching and life of 
the man called Jesus Christ, who lived in Palestine two thousand years ago. 
There is historical evidence that there was such a man, and that he was a 
Jewish teacher who attracted quite a few crowds during his time on earth. 
However, Christian tradition also teaches that this man was also somehow 
fully divine – that he was both God and human. We wrestle with this mystery 
and try to make sense of it, and however you try to understand it, what Jesus 
Christ shows us is that God is not distant or absent, God is close. The Jesus 
stories tell us that God comes alongside us in our pain, our loneliness, the 
things we worry about, the relationships we have. God is love, and God 
shows us how to love by coming as a vulnerable, normal, human baby and 
living alongside us. Christ is God-made-human. 

3) And finally, the Holy Spirit. Perhaps it is because of the mysterious nature of 
the Spirit that we avoid Trinity Sunday sometimes – because it means we will 
have to talk about the Holy Spirit at some point! Like all of the aspects of God, 
we can’t really explain her (or him – sometimes, because God and Christ are 
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both regularly given male pronouns, people prefer to see the Spirit as the 
feminine aspect of God’s character). The Spirit is the part of God that is still at 
work in the world, moving amongst us – promoting, prodding, flooding in and 
overwhelming us. The Spirit is all amongst and around us: as Rob Bell puts it, 
‘everything is spiritual’. Therefore, we are simply invited to notice – to become 
aware, to recognise, to connect with the spiritual. We do this when we see 
beauty in God’s creation, when we appreciate those close to us, when we 
hear bird song or a favourite piece of music, when we enjoy good food, when 
we laugh together. The Spirit is close, can you sense her? 

Any yet – the greatest mystery of all, the three are all together, in one divine person 
– God. I know it is difficult for us to wrap our heads around, but it is also one of the 
great gifts of the Christian faith to the world. We can be in close relationships with 
those we love, as God is in relationship. We can be together, as God is together. 
This Trinity Sunday, let’s remember – we are better together! 

Hymn: 
517 STF – Eternal Father, strong to save OR 
2 STF – Come, let us sing to the One 

Reading: John 16:12-15 

Reflections on the reading 

Gaze on one of the great triptychs of medieval painting. These three-panelled 
paintings can be seen in all the great museums and some of the old cathedrals in 
Europe, displayed behind the altar. The main panel is flanked on either side by 
another, tilted slightly towards the centre, as if in conversation, but all three face out 
towards the congregation. Each is telling their own part of the story, but each is 
independent in its own right, and can be enjoyed on its own.  

By opening and shutting the panels, the observer can see different scenes, and take 
in different ideas: pictures of creation, sacrifice and inspiration, each important at 
different stages of our life, and each instructing us in something unique. Individual 
scenes can be a separate focus of prayer and devotion, and provide a journey of 
faith. But the whole is a unity, which is greater than all its parts. Over the centuries, 
some of these triptychs have become separated, but there is great excitement when 
they are reunited, and the full glory of the work is revealed. 

Consider, at last, we have come to the end of our post-Easter time with John, delving 
into the farewell discourses, and unraveling the many meanings layered within. And 
now, in this passage, John is striving again to explain the intensely close connection 
between the Spirit of truth and Jesus – ‘He will bring glory to me by taking from what 
is mine and making it known to you’ – but not in any competitive way, and not in a 
way that will diminish or weaken Jesus. And if that is not complicated enough, Jesus 
then tells us that this ‘mine’ which he has shared with the Spirit is also of the Father. 

All of this is a giving away; none of it is a hanging on to power, for there is no 
possessiveness in the nature of the Trinity at all. Has not Jesus told us again and 
again that to give is to gain? Consider when relationships are really fruitful, how they 
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produce of themselves much to share with others. Like the triptychs, they face 
outwards to others. 

Consider the relationships in your life – are they strong enough to avoid 
possessiveness? Are they rich enough to share with others? Consider what you 
need to do to strengthen your relationships, in order to build them into models of the 
Trinity. 

Contemplate this description of ‘wisdom’s call’ from today’s Old Testament lesson 
(Proverbs 8). ‘The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works . . . I was appointed 
from eternity . . . before the world began . . . Then I was the craftsman at his side. I 
was filled with delight day after day . . . and delighting in mankind.’ 

Let us pray. 

Gracious Father, bless all my relationships. 
Loving Jesus, teach me to put the other first. 
Spirit of wisdom, strengthen my understanding, 
So that I may build and not destroy. 
Holy Trinity, turn the bonds of my relationships into loving links 
Not prison chains, and let me delight daily in the love of others. 

Amen.  3

Hymn:  
372 STF – Come down, O Love divine OR 
157 STF – God has spoken – by his prophets 

Readings: Proverbs 8:1-14, 22-31 

Romans 5:1-5 

Reflections on the readings  
Why? Why go to such lengths to fill us in, Father God? As I look back over the 
history of your relationship with us I am staggered at the lengths you’ve gone to keep 
us informed. You are God, accountable to no one, free to do what you please, yet 
you constantly seek to share all that you are, all that you have, all that you know, 
with us! 

You revealed yourself to Adam, whilst walking in the Garden, spoke to Abraham and 
Sarah, shared your plans with them. You spoke through the prophets to all your 
people, told us when you were pleased, and when you were hurt or upset. In the 
wilderness you not only revealed your strength, you also revealed your vulnerability 
to a broken heart. When we turned away, you shared your hurt with Moses, talked 
with him, debated with him, and allowed him to change your mind. 

You keep coming back, never forsaking us; though a mother might one day forsake 
her children, you will never forsake us. You are God - what a God! When all else 
failed you held nothing back, and sent your only son to be born into human 

 Taken from Gazing on the Gospels by Judith Dimond3
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vulnerability, to grow through childhood and adolescence, into adulthood. Through 
him you revealed even more of yourself; believing it a weakness to reveal our 
deepest selves, we often hide our feelings; yet you 

Father God hide nothing. In Jesus there is full revelation; you wept with him, and 
rejoiced with him, through him you shared your intimate self, with us. 

And when all was handed over to the powers of this world, you allowed us to do all 
within our power to destroy you. How foolish we were, for how can the created 
destroy the Creator? And when we were ready to do our worst, plotting to destroy 
God the Son, you promised that when it was all over you would send a new divine 
advocate, not physical and vulnerable but spiritual, invisible, untouchable, invincible - 
a guide to lead us into truth, your truth. 

Now your Spirit continues to share with us the secrets of the Father’s heart, to bring 
glory to Jesus and to reveal to us: all that he receives from you and from Jesus, 
forever to be our comforter, counsellor and guide. 

Amazing! Why? Why do you care so much about me, that you want to share 
everything with me? Why?  4

[Pause] 

[This is your opportunity to have a conversation about the nature of the Trinity, 
together as a church congregation. It is one of the great mysteries of our faith, and 
has been pondered about by great academics for centuries, but also a challenge and 
an invitation for us to reflect on what it means to believe in a God who is three-in-
one.] 

On this Trinity Sunday, we are reminded of one of the distinctive, but inexplicable, 
parts of the Christian faith – the Trinity. We understand our God as having three 
distinct elements, and yet remaining one God. We worship the Father or Creator, 
Jesus the Christ and the Holy Spirit, but in doing so we don’t worship three different 
people, but one interconnected God of all things. 

Just for a moment, I invite you to turn to the person sitting next to you, or make little 
groups of three or four, and share with each other what the Trinity means to you – do 
you think about this three-in-oneness much, is there a particular part of the Trinity 
you struggle with, have you done any reading or heard any helpful sermons about 
what it means to believe in a Triune God? I’ll give you a few minutes to do that… 

[Pause for around 3 or 4 minutes to allow conversation, then invite people to share 
some of what they have reflected on – this might mean half a dozen people coming 
to the front to share at the microphone, or people just shouting out from where they 
are – depending on the size of your church and how comfortable people are with 
joining in a conversation]. 

[As the conversation is drawing to a close, or once 8 – 10 minutes has passed] 

The Trinity has lots to teach us, and hopefully our conversation this morning leaves 
you with plenty to think about, reflect on, and perhaps an invitation to go away and 
find out more or ask more questions after service. As we journey along our walk with 
God, we come to see that there is always more to learn, more to know, more to feel, 
more to experience. The interplay of the three persons of God is inviting us into that 
holy dance again today. 

 Meditation for Trinity Sunday by David Middleton4
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Let’s get with the beat! 

Hymn:  
629 STF – God of my faith, I offer you my doubt OR  
13 STF – Sing of a God in majestic divinity 

Prayers of Intercession 
Father, we give you thanks for creation, for the beauty, wonder and order of our 
universe. 
We give thanks that we are wonderfully and fearfully made. 
We pray for the work of your church in conversation and preservation 
That we may reflect your love for the world. 
We pray that the church may give strength to family life and society. 

Holy, holy, holy God, 
Hear us and have mercy. 

Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ we give thanks for your love in redemption. 
We pray for the emergency services and relief agencies, for all who risk their lives 
and give their lives for others. 
We pray for all who are seeking to bring healing and peace to our world, all who are 
working for unity and harmony. 

Holy, holy, holy God, 
Hear us and have mercy. 

Holy Spirit of God, we give thanks for the life you breathe into us, for the talents and 
abilities you give us. 
We give you thanks and pray for our homes, our communities and our places of 
work. 
We ask that you will guide us into ways of justice and peace. 
We pray for teachers of faith, preachers and theologians. 

Holy, holy, holy God, 
Hear us and have mercy. 

We pray for all who do not know you or love you, O God, 
For all who have not become aware of your mystery and wonder, 
For all who do not feel or trust in your presence. 
We remember doubters and those who despair, 
All who suffer through illness, neglect or violence. 
We remember, in your presence, friends and loved ones in need, sickness or any 
other adversity. 

Holy, holy, holy God, 
Hear us and have mercy. 

We give you thanks for the mystery of the Trinity and seek to enjoy the wonder of 
Three Persons in One God. 
We rejoice that you are our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, and, as you have 
made us, you give us life eternal. 
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Holy, holy, holy God, 
Hear us and have mercy. 

Amen.  5

We will now take up the offering 
  
Offertory prayer  
Living God, we give thanks for your generosity and all you are doing in our lives. 
Please accept these, our gifts, as our recognition of the fact that all we have is a gift, 
and we wish to use those gifts to build your Kingdom, to see your will be done. 

In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

Hymn:   
764 STF – We believe in God the Father OR 
111 STF – Lord of the boundless curves of space 

Blessing  
The Father of all enfold you in his love. 
Christ the Saviour keep you in life eternal. 
The Holy Spirit fill you with his grace. 
Amen.6

 Taken from Glimpses of Glory by David Adam5

 Taken from Glimpses of Glory by David Adam6
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