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  In submitting the following remarks on a systematic method of training the rising generation, whereby they may be both useful and happy, I deem it right to state that a large portion appeared in the " Catechumen Reporter" not indulging the most remote idea that what was there published would excite that extensive interest which it appears to have produced, much less that it would be called for in a detached form. In compliance with the earnest and pressing solicitations of several warm-hearted and zealous Sunday-school teachers, I have determined, on my own responsibility, to meet their wishes, and endeavoured to do it with the greatest simplicity, presenting to their notice a sketch of A Plan for the Formation of a Juvenile MissionarySociety so that children may he trained in the most easy way for permanent usefulness, and gradually imhihe a true missionary spirit, rendering them ultimately efficient, in carrying on this important sphere of labour. I mention this to show that my great and paramount ohject has heen to awaken attention and call forth immediate co-operation; should this he realized in any measure exceeding that which is now actually manifest, it will excite my gratitude to Almighty God, that I have not laboured in vain, or spent my strength for nought.

  J. B.



  
    ** The profits arising from the sale of this work are intended to be given to the Wesleyan Missionary Society consequently an extended circulation will, by the blessing of God, not only stimulate to activity, but yield some small increase to the funds of the Parent Institution.
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  The first movement was in the year 1812. I was then a teacher in a sabbath school at Wandsworth, Surrey. At the May Meetings, the Rev. Matthew Wilks preached a Missionary Sermon in Surrey Chapel, London, from Jer. vii. 18, "The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me to anger.''


  He proposed from these words—


  1. To contrast the different objects of attention — the pretended queen of heaven (the moon), and the glorious Jehovah, the only living and true God, the gracious Redeemer of sinful man and the immortal souls of our fellow-creatures.


  2. He compared the zeal which these idolators displayed with that which Christians ought to discover for nobler purposes, referring to the fidelity of the former to their vows, their courage in daring to encounter the wrath of an offended Gody their constancy in persisting in this practice, and their liberality in contributing of their substance to the honour of the queen of heaven.


  3. He mustered the agents employed, the children who gathered the wood for fuel, the men who lighted the fires, and the women who kneaded the dough; all which was ingeniously and judiciously applied to the missionary cause, and all classes exhorted and encouraged to exert their best energies in this glorious work. The income of the preceding year from all sources, including dividends on stock in the funds, was only 8413£. 6s, 8d., although this society had been then established sixteen years.


  This sermon gave a new impetus to the work. Manchester caught the flame, and it was extended to Liverpool and Bath. Auxiliary Societies were established in London, Bristol, Hull, and many Other places, and in two years the income was more than doubled; the hearts of the directors were cheered by the laudable efforts of their youthful friends, and received with great joy these token of their love to Jesus and their fellow creatures. In our village of Wandsworth we wished to act our part, and began to encourage the elder children to contribute one halfpenny every week towards this good cause; they entered very cheerfully into the work, and the teachers hearing of what was done in other places, felt a warm desire to help it forward, by taking down the names of the children in their classes, and also subscribing themselves. Things appeared to go on well for a few weeks, but in a little time our ranks were thinned, one after another was missed; the secret soon unfolded itself: the fact was this, that the children who could not afford to give felt uneasy when hearing the commendation passed upon those that brought their money, the parents asked what the money was given for, and the report was generally believed that it was to pay the teachers. A parent told me this was really the case, and also that if she had no pence her girl would not come to school; here I found the rivalry was greater than the benefit likely to arise, and therefore, to avoid the imputation of receiving the children's money to pay myself, I at once gave back all I had received, and put the amount from my own pocket into the missionary box, giving the children to understand there would be no more collections, and hoped that all would come to school as usual. They came back, and I felt it my duty to make up the deficiency by an extra exertion on my own part. At this stage of my pilgrimage I was under deep convictions of sin, and had been s0 for upwards of eight years. But now the time was at hand when the Lord was about to bring me into the full liberty of the people of God; it was my turn to sit with the boys in the gallery, which we did alternately; this we considered a sacrifice, not being able to attend divine service on account of the interruption which such an engagement is calculated to produce, by giving attention to the conduct of the children under our care; but, on this memorable day, the minister, Mr.Elvey, took for his text, Hebrews, xii. 18, 24, showing the depravity of the human heart that required such an amazing sacrifice, and the importance of having our hearts sprinkled with the all-atoning blood, &c.


  The word came with power to my heart. I was overwhelmed, and my eyes were as fountains of tears; the boys were very attentive and quiet during the whole of the sermon; I felt more than can be described. On leaving the chapel I retired to my chamber, and poured out my soul before God; and here I obtained that peace and joy which the world can neither give nor take away. On coming to business, early on Monday morning, I felt as one who had just come into possession of his inheritance; then I endeavoured to bring before my mind the vast difference between an earthly possession and my heavenly inheritance, of which I now received the title deeds — even the witness of the Holy Spirit.


  Then I felt a long desire to be the Lord's, and earnestly wished to be united with his people, and cast in my lot among his followers. I could then sing with joy that I was no longer a stranger or a guest, but like a child at home. This I now record for the encouragement of our young friends, who are halting between two opinions. It has often been a matter of discussion in our teachers' meetings, whether it be right to employ teachers in our sabbath schools who have not yet given their hearts to God. In my own case, whilst I was in the way the Lord met with me. Now they will have greater advantages than it was my privilege to enjoy; I say to all. Keep in the fold, be diligent in the sphere in which you are called to move. If you are not yet converted, pray, lose no time in joining yourself to a catechumen class; it will help you, by prayer and supplication to Almighty God for his blessing, to enjoy this precious and invaluable boon.


  After a few years had elapsed I became the master of a household: the first thing I did was to erect an altar for God; and my first child, from the day of his birth, was entered a subscriber to the Missionary Society: each one following was registered in the same manner; and now, as they grow up in life, they continue their subscriptions, and I have no doubt will feel great pleasure in adopting the same plan. When I came to reside at Harrow, in 1815, nothing was done in any shape for the missionary cause, except my own private subscriptions; neither could we get the people to entertain the idea of beginning. The chapel had a heavy debt to defray, and was sadly out of repair. Under such circumstances, the cry was, "We must think of home."


  In the year 1823, Mr. Hill, a pious officer on half-pay, a local preacher, came to reside here: soon we had our chapel repaired; and, in 1824, some good friends, and one of the secretaries, came from the Mission House, and held a missionary meeting. The result was that a missionary branch was formed, and Mr. Hill's little nephew, about eight years of age, was chosen one of the collectors, under the guidance and direction of his uncle: he collected the first year 2£, 5s, 10d., and altogether we raised 11£. 7s., from which was deducted the expense of bills, platform, &c., amounting to 2£, 15s, 6d, We continued for the next five years raising 12£. or 13£. per annum, with about 2£, 10s, expenses. In 1829 some young people took up the cause, and volunteered themselves as collectors: a new treasurer and secretary were chosen; and during 1830 the funds were raised to 30£., without any expenses, these being defrayed by the friends, and a new platform purchased by subscription.


  The following year our funds amounted to 35£. 6s, 6d,, free of all expense: the next year, a zealous collector (one of our apprentices),whose collections alone had amounted to 11£., left Harrow; and although we did everything we possibly could to obtain other collectors to take his place, yet the four among whom his forty-nine subscribers were divided could only raise 5£., the full amount at the close being 29£. In 1833 we were still worse — only 24£.; 1834— 26£, 2s, 9d,; in 1835 more collectors removed, which reduced our receipts to 19£. We then called a meeting of our Society to see what could be done, pledging ourselves anew to the work, and our young friends began in earnest, which enabled us to raise 26£. In 1837 owing to removals of several collectors, only 22£. 2s, 6d.; 1838, from the same cause, 21£. 10s. This year I had a conference with the secretaries, at 77, Hatton Garden, London, to make certain propositions, so as to counteract, if possible, the declining state of things. I also suggested that it would be well if a plan could be devised to train our children to be collectors, in order that, when grown up, they might thoroughly understand the business. After many consultations, and great loss of time, I was advised to work the plan at Harrow as a model, and, if successful, then it could be advertised in the "Watchman," and be recommended for general adoption. We have done so; it proves, beyond our expectations, profitable, and is gaining confidence and approbation wherever it is considered and understood.


  THE PLAN.


  The chief object of these associations is to give a missionary training, and bring our children into love with missions, missionaries, and missionary efforts; the amount raised being only a secondary, though by no means an unimportant, consideration. Great care should be taken that these associations interfere as little as possible with the other existing operations of the society. I have observed the vast difference there is in the prosperity of some sabbath schools, compared with others which have the same, and even greater, means and opportunities, and I find the former are diligently working for God, and the latter are thinking how they may serve themselves. They wish to do good; but it must be only in a certain way, and at home. This narrow, short-sighted policy is the very bane of our societies and sabbath schools; it never did —it never will—prosper.


  The sanction of the Sunday-school Committee being given, let this subject be explained and approved at the teachers' meeting. The teachers' meeting may constitute the committee; and, if deemed advisable, a sub-committee, of six or more teachers and senior scholars, may be appointed. In plain terms, our plan is nothing more nor less than the old Methodistic one taught by oiur founder —a regular weekly contribution for the support qf the Gospel. But, in order to obtain an efficient machinery, we calculate that an early training is truly desirable that without it nothing will make good progress. Here I would observe that the employing children merely to obtain money, however good the object may be, will not answer the end in promoting the spiritual good of the children and the school by whom they are employed. Their efforts must be connected with a course of instruction, and faith and prayer to the Giver of all good. Our children must be taught to know and do the will of God. One without the other will not do. We must train them to know and love Christ, and extend his kingdom in the earth. This is the end of their existence, and should be kept steadily in view in all plans for training children.


  The great secret is, to create in our children love to Christ and his cause; to make them intelligent and active, so that when the conversion of the world to Christ shall be bequeathed to them, by the death of their fathers, they may take it up and carry it on with increased energy. Let the church address herself to this great object; let her begin at the right end of her work, by training her children and youth, and we shall soon see not only an increase in the numbers of the church at home, but also the mission cause in a state of cheering progress and encouraging prosperity abroad.


  Appoint a treasurer and secretary or secretaries. It is essential that these be persons who feel a lively interest in the subject, and it is desirable that they be selected from the junior teachers and senior scholars; at least, this should be done when the system is brought fully into operation.


  The subject may be introduced in connection with a social meeting of the friends of Sunday schools, or otherwise. Obtain from the Mission House a supply of juvenile collectors' and assistant-secretaries' books, — number the collectors' books progressively, irrespective of sex, and make the corresponding entry of the name and abode of each collector in the assistant-secretary's book; and if there are more than twenty collectors, have two, or as many as needful. The secretaries' books are intended for only twenty; procure some brown-holland bags, 5 by 4 inches (number them progressively), some black lead pencils, and a cash box: thus furnished with the requisite materials, let the superintendent of the school, or some other person possessing an aptness for addressing children, introduce the subject to the school by a suitable Missionary Address, and invite all those who pity the poor heathen, and would wish the black children to have sabbath schools, in order to make them useful and happy in this world, and be taught the way to heaven, to come forward and have their names taken down; here remind them that becoming a collector is quite voluntary, and a great privilege; that you hope they will esteem it as such, and be persevering and diligent. Each child having a book is instructed to ask very kindly of their friends, "Will you please to become a subscriber of one halfpenny per week, and have your name set down in my little book? it is to send teachers, and build schools for the little black children who cannot read." When the book has eight names, the child must not ask for more, as the book is full; and the object being to train for future usefulness, we wish as many as possible to share in the pleasure it is calculated to produce. But, in some cases, it may so happen that a good active collector might be able to obtain ten or twelve subscribers, and, if not received by him, the extra amount may be lost to the funds: in this case it is well to bear in mind that the children are only being trained, or taught by this simple and easy method the way to be useful and systematic in after-life; therefore the little extra is not worthy to be named when compared to the importance of adhering to rule: but in most cases there need be no loss. Let the child have two books, or he may have a brother or sister, whose name may be put for the second book; and thus two collectors employed instead of one. Or it may happen that the child may be able to obtain from some respectable friend a penny per week; this, again, would be an injury to the plan, and may easily be obviated by the kind subscriber placing two names in the little collector's book, at one halfpenny each; this will please the child and benefit the system, or encourage two or three collectors, but in some cases it will be more convenient to pay several weeks together; let this be given to the adult collector, as the child is requested never to ask for arrears on any account, or to say You owe me; but always to consider it a free gift to the cause of God. The book is dated thus :—


  [image: image1]


  Thus, if the child neglects to call, then on the next week he is instructed to ask for one halfpenny, and the 0 is put as in our class book ; this rule is enforced to induce the child to be very punctual in calling for the weekly subscriptions, regular collecting being of the utmost importance: when subscribers pay in advance, we place in the child's book a halfpenny per week, and enter the whole amount in the secretary's book on the day it is received; the secretary may take charge of it, and give one halfpenny every week, so as to make the collector and secretary's book correspond. At all times we prefer the money to be paid by the child, as soon as possible after it is received, to the secretary; therefore Saturday is named in the collector's book as the time to collecty and Sunday to pay it to the secretary, ever bearing in mind our grand motto—


  If a burden, let others bear;

  If a pleasure, let others share.


  Having obtained eight names, the book is full, and the child entitled to receive the Juvenile Offering every month, which is given not merely as a reward, but to convey information to their minds on the subject of missions: in addition to the Juvenile Offering, it is well to have a Sunday-school library, and to lend these little ones (who have their books full) suitable books on missionary subjects.


  Impress upon them never to ask for a donation, as they are only collectors of subscriptions, not donations—that would interfere with the systematic working of the plan, produce irregularity, and mar the whole. Many facts are on record to prove that donations are an injury to juvenile collecting; the following are selected, just to show their injurious tendency.


  A little collector called upon one of his subscribers for a Christmas offering. She gave him sixpence. He called the following week for the subscription; she said ''No, I gave you an offering of sixpence;'' consequently this was then placed in his book for twelve weeks forward. The time having expired, he called again; but she would not subscribe, and no argument could induce her so to do: thus, for sixpence donation, 2s, 2d, per annum has been lost to the society.


  Another case which has come to my knowledge, and to which I refer, is that of a little boy who had his book full, and brought in 17s. 4d, per annum from his parents and friends, who are not members of our Society. A female called for an offering at Christmas, she was refused; but another called, and was more successful; he obtained a donation of 1s. But the boy brought back his book the following week, quite discouraged, and nothing could possibly induce him to continue a collector, as he had lost all his subscribers; having paid several years, they would subscribe no more. Thus the funds are continually injured by donations. Many other instances have come to my knowledge from different places, but it is unnecessary to say more on this subject. Ours is a loving ministry, and an increasing society, extending its operations to the ends of the earth; therefore a small regular weekly subscription will, of all other modes, be the most fitting to carry it on, and on which our secretaries and officers can rely with the utmost confidence.


  These instructions given to the child with the book and bag, it is well to advise that a nail be put in the room where the child sleeps, there to have it always ready for collecting day; for without the nail, it may be laid in a secure place; but when collecting day comes, it may not easily be found: and the collector should never go to ask for the subscriptions without his book to mark it down at the time it is received. If the child cannot find the book easily, there is a danger of the maid being disturbed and vexed. Thus, being disappointed of the weekly pleasure, they may be led to grow cold or indifferent to the work. It is intended by this strict attention to Rule and Order in little things, to show to every child who offers himself willingly to this work, that, in order to their right enjoyment of the pleasure and delight which flows from being permitted to work for the Saviour, we are anxious to prevent every source of interruption that might possibly arise through irregularity.


  PRIVATE FAMILIES,


  whose children do not go to the sabbath schools may be invited to partake of the pleasure and delight for themselves, by one of their little ones having a collecting book and bag; as it will be very easy to collect in their own family this extra halfpenny per week, and will afford all the other members an opportunity of becoming regular subscribers from their earliest days. And the little one bringing forward the book every week, it will call forth those joyous feelings which always flow from doing good; and the various interesting missionary information will be read with increasing delight, and the family benefited in no common degree. Being a collector, it will entitle him to be present at all the monthly meetings, and thus, trained step by step, he will be prepared more efficiently to fill the offices of a member of committee, secretary, or treasurer. I would earnestly and most affectionately urge them to join a catechumen class; for thereby they will be united to our sabbath-school teachers, and be in "the way" for the reception of that blessing which cometh from above, and in a few years be prepared to take a part in the management of the more important places of trust and confidence in our society. Very much might here be said; but we leave our friends to think upon the subject in all its bearings, ever remembering that in a few years they will be called forth to take their part and share in every department of our economy; and, as example is more powerful than precept, arising from the fact that we love to see what is valuable realized in active life — so that which is brought before the minds of our children as an actual development makes a deeper impression, and produces a more lasting effect, than that which is merely presented to their imaginations as a possible attainment and a probable issue.


  Talking about the success of missions will tend very much to make the employment pleasant. None but those who have witnessed the delight of the children, and are engaged themselves in this blessed work, can possibly be competent judges: they may make objections and raise obstacles ; but they cannot partake of that sincere joy and true, substantial, heartfelt pleasure which is imparted to the workmen, old and young, by the King of kings, who hath said to all his subjects, ''Go, work in my vineyard." He not only pays them and makes them very happy in their work, but he has promised extra reward, even an hundredfold in the present life, also a glorious mansion and eternity of blessedness and joy in the upper and better world.


  Children are fond of employment, and here is a wide field, where every grade of society may work with advantage, and all benefit each other. Let us meditate new projects of usefulness, and contemplate the employment of a more extended agency. I remember that when Moses was sent to deliver the people of Egypt, Pharoah, impressed by the miracles, was disposed to make a compromise, and there was a proposal that part of the people were to leave, while the rest were to remain behind. ''No," said the man of God, "this is not in accordance with the terms of my commission; we will go with our wives and our children, there shall not a hoof be left behind." If this and kindred institutions will only keep their eye on this point, and steadily aim at this object, God will assuredly give them the desire of their heart.


  TO THE LOCAL TREASURERS AND SECRETARIES.


  At an influential meetings held in 1847 at Manchester, it was agreed that we have no need of any other system of carrying on our missionary work, &c.; " that the circuit committees be urged to more diligence to see that all local officers, especially secretaries, be business men, full of zeal, and where they are not such, so that they cannot attend to their duties through age, business, &c., they be removed, and their places filled by others more likely to serve the interests of the cause; and that new collectors be appointed, if necessary.''


  I read the report of the proceedings of this meeting with attention, and said in my heart, "But where are we to obtain such agents for secretaries and collectors, unless we train them while they are young ?" This is the great secret—the grand principle of all that is here advocated. It is to train our children for future usefulness. The great difficulty in obtaining business-like men for secretaries and committee-men, and suitable persons for collectors, lies at the bottom of all our apathy in the missionary concerns. Not only in our villages, but in our large towns and cities, I find the same complaint to be almost universal, and especially where one zealous person is removed by death or otherwise—then the work appears to flag, others complain of the toil and frequently grow weary in their work. It is to remedy this that I have been so urgent upon all friends of missions to train the rising generation. We must train, before we can have, in every respect, a suitable agency to carry on the work in an efficient manner. But if we wait ten or twenty years longer before we make a beginning, we shall be as far off then as we are now; — what we need at the present is some of our more respectable, and intelligent, and educated members, who can devote a part of their time, especially on sabbath afternoons. There are very many quite unemployed on the sabbath, who, if they were to make a beginning, would find that God would give, or had given them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom for this work, Dan. i. 17; for no man was sent into the world to be a blank; no man lives a day unless there is an object of some importance for him to accomplish. It should be our ardent desire to benefit others, to lessen the world's misery, and augment its happiness — to extend our influence and benevolence to the widest possible range. Let then our influential friends consecrate their energies and talents to the service of God and the welfare of our rising youth. As long as we live, God's providence requires us, and his grace has a mission for us; yea, there is work enough for us all, and we shall find by happy experience that the Lord will not let us labour in vain. A short time since I was at a juvenile missionary meeting in Hoxton Chapel, near London. It was well attended by a large number of children and young people, who appeared to enter heartily into the missionary spirit. The secretary states that, at the close of the meeting, between forty and fifty young persons offered themselves as collectors. In this locality they are building a large chapel, and some persons thought it would be most prudent not to employ the children until the chapel was completed; but God says unto us all, "Honour me with the first-fruits of all thine increase, and them that honour me I will honour." At the close of a most interesting, animated, and delightful meeting, the little volunteers came up to the platform, and in a short time a goodly company were enrolled as collectors for the mission cause. They sang, "Praise God from whom all blessings flow," with all their hearts, and the meeting was closed with prayer; and children, parents, and friends went home with gladdened hearts, and a full determination to work and live for God. In conclusion, I would say, to all who would wish to see our chapels incumbered with heavy debts, our trustees harassed, our ministers perplexed with financial difficulties. Keep aloof from these juvenile missionary meetings, have nothing to do with training the young; for, if you do, these things will soon have a place amongst us only in name, and as mere matters of history. The light is breaking forth on every hand, and these juveniles will soon be the men and women who must and will take the lead and the active part in all our concerns. I say again, train the young, and we shall be a people blessed of the Lord,


  A judicious writer observes, in the "Catechumen Reporter," for July, 1849, "We should give the children something to do - every thing connected with religion demands a working habit. Religion is holiness in motion. Many Christians are never more than half awake. One is asthmatic — another rickety — a third apoplectic — and a fourth paralytic, simply because they are all indolent. Let us try to make the rising generation working Christians. A slothful professor is the bane of the Church. We have in our congregations hundreds of drones, who do nothing for God. Were heaven to be peopled by their instrumentality, it would be but a solitary place—their only movement is like that of the door on its hinges. It is probable that these persons received no impetus in their youth, or they would not, in after years,


  " Sleep their useless lives away,

  In soft Laodicean ease."


  "Let us teach the children, that religion has relative as well as personal claims — that they must give as well as get; and, after imbuing them with right principles, let us constantly urge upon them to follow out principles to results — to develop strength by effort, till the harness of discipline may be laid aside, and the whole soul is brought under the omnipotent mastery of Christianity in its two cardinal principles — love to God in the heart, and love to man in the life.


  THE COMMITTEE,


  by judicious management, will prevent any falling out by the way, guarding every avenue that leads to discord or rivalship; thus keeping the children as near as possible on an equality in their exertions, which this system is intended to accomplish; thereby promoting love and brotherly kindness among all the juvenile band in every part of the world: this will make their willing feet in swift obedience move, and tend to hasten the time when Christianity shall spread in heathen lands, when the earth shall be moistened with the dews of heaven. We can contribute much towards these glorious results; let us therefore become the fervent and active supporters of this system of training the rising generation to carry into effect the great plan of evangelizing the world: many, I know by their letters, are impatient to unite their energies for the furtherance of the cause of Christ in heathen lands; but fear has taken hold of them, lest they should not succeed in this new mode of raising supplies, and should after all injure the funds of the school, or otherwise interfere with its arrangements.


  Nothing of this sort need be apprehended; only keep strictly to the simple Methodistic rule laid down in the foregoing pages, and you may give your fears to the winds. It is a melancholy fact, that we are so "slow to learn things that relate to eternity; whilst the man of the world perseveres, and thinks no obstacle too great for him to surmount, in the accomplishment of his schemes and plans for the attainment of wealth:" "the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light are in theirs." This is a truth which we may see come out every day and in every place, and is especially manifest in all the movements of this age of invention.


  The young people have now an opportunity to make a beginning, and have a share in our economy: it certainly must have a beginning, and cannot be made too soon ; the sooner the better; only let the effort be made in the right direction: then your work will appear, and be owned and blessed of God.


  TRAIN THEM FROM INFANCY.


  I have perused the "Catechumen Reporter" for March, 1849, with more than common interest. The several communications are to the point. I heartily wish every member in our society would read them.


  That is very important, " Is there not a Cause?" Our President was quite right when he said, "This neglect of our young people it is impossible to justify." The hope of our Churches is in our youth, and we cannot begin to interest them too soon. What was done by Charlotte Elizabeth may easily be accomplished in our day, if the little ones are but kept in the fold, and not allowed to run wild. She says truly, "that England has so many neglected lambs of her fold to gather, and so many who, in the dull routine of a school, get only a mechanical knowledge of what would deeply interest them if brought before them with the help of a little personal condescension and care." To make a beginning whilst they are very young has been the grand object of my wishes, and nothing that I have ever seen or heard of does so completely gain the affections of these little children as employing them to collect for the Missionary Society, while it benefits the parents and neighbours of whom they collect, by leading them also to inquire into our economy. I will name one. A pious woman had an unkind husband, who persecuted her, and prevented her from going to chapel or class, but he allowed his children to go to the sabbath school; two of them became collectors; this he opposed at first, but they were so interested in the work, that he at last consented, and at the end of the year, the good woman told me with great joy, that her husband had actually taken their little books (" Juvenile Offerings") to the binder's, and intended to pay for the binding himself. He now brings home good part of his wages, and does not oppose either wife or children. Another instance of the benefit derived from a limited number: two children in one family had their books quite full; a baby was born; "Oh!" said they, " we should so like to have baby for a little collector, and if you will please to give us a book, we will collect for baby until she is old enough to collect herself.'' It will also prove of advantage in bringing them forward to have secretaries, treasurers, committees, and even missionary meetings of their own.


  Where can we look for such active, zealous, liberal, useful officers for the next generation as from those who have been trained from their youth up ? Read Isa. xxviii. 9,10. I look upon the pence brought in by these little ones as golden pence, as the Saviour did on the widow's two mites — more to be esteemed than the large contributions of the more wealthy — as the seed sown from which we are to expect an abundant and glorious harvest.


  It was a very judicious remark of a dear departed minister, who said, "I am so delighted with this part of my work (catechumen class), that I really regret being interrupted in it by any other engagement." I believe with our honoured president, the Rev. S. Jackson, that God's great battle for the souls of men is to be fought between the ages of fourteen and twenty-one.


  But is nothing to be done for our children until they attain the age of fourteen years ? "Yes" many will say, "they are taught in our sabbath schools" True, indeed; this is the case; and many are trained for the Church and for heaven; still there is something wanting to interest them whilst very young, so that they may feel quite at home with us, and be very happy. Such, indeed, is the character of the system now brought into our Society, and carried out in many places; but the old objection is still pleaded, "We cannot get persons to take the oversight who feel a lively interest in the plan." Alas! alas! did you ever know a person excel in any business or undertaking by merely looking at it and reading about it, or even without taking pains to make himself master of the system in all its bearings?



  I am told that some of the children tire and leave off. Can this be wondered at? When did we promise to reward a child for something done, and when it was finished withhold the promised boon, without filling it with distrust and discouragement? In too many instances we promise these little ones, that if they will work for the Saviour, and collect a little money by way of beginning, they will be made very happy, and as they grow up into life they will be admitted into the society of those who are going to heaven, and their journey will be a very pleasant one; but instead of using every exertion to make the children happy, by rendering it as easy and pleasant as possible, some of our friends have incautiously made the money to appear as the principal thing, and the great end at which they are to aim. This I am fully persuaded has been and will be the very bane of all good collecting for the spread of the Gospel of our common Saviour. Our plan has been from the commencement to interest the children, and endeavour to make them feel it is a privilege, a great privilege, to be employed in so good a work. Many that are now employed feel it to be so. I trust the time is not far distant when every sabbath school in the land will have a Training Juvenile Missionary Society, under the guidance of the superintendent and committee. Then may we expect great things; for although I may not live to see all my heart's desire, yet already I feel the droppings of the shower descending from above, and I fully expect that shortly the whole will be realized by those who are and will be at their posts and actively engaged; and I am constrained to say with much sincerity of heart, that I feel truly blessed and happy in attending to these our children, insomuch that even in their little troubles and alternate joys when my advice is requested it affords me unspeakable pleasure to help them, and I feel at the same time my soul identified with this movement, so that my fervent and continued prayer is. May the blessing of the Lord rest upon them and make them a blessing.


  TO TEACHERS.


  It is to you, my dear young friends, whose hearts glow with pity and compassion for the perishing heathen, and a sincere desire to benefit the rising generation in our own happy land by devoting yourselves to the labours of a sabbath school, — it is to you we call with confidence, — and let it no longer be said we cannot train our young people to be useful and happy for the want of a few to take the oversight and make a beginning. The grand end of all sabbath-school instruction is to inform their minds, gain their affections, and train them for heaven. There are some things which will require your strict attention. Preparation is absolutely necessary for improving the mind, and if the mind be prepared for exercise in this important subject by private reading of the Missionary Notices, connected with prayer, it will be an indication of your being hearty in the work, and secure that blessing without which our best endeavours will fail of accomplishing the good we desire.


  God is not pledged to give the increase if we do not evince the sincerity of our desires by the activity of our lives; but he will withhold his blessing: for how can we reasonably expect him to bless us in that upon which we bestow little or no pains? Prayer and consistent effort must go together.


  Then consider the benefits which will result from your activity and zeal to attract attention and impress the minds of the children with the glorious fact, that mortals are permitted to be engaged for the Saviour, and that children, even the very least, have now the privilege of being taught how they may be useful and happy in the very best sense of the word. Oh, then, let your motto be. Onward, onward. Let not toil or trouble be in your vocabulary; your reward is before you. For, whilst you have the means of conferring this inestimable good upon the children, you yourselves will reap an untold benefit; while you work for the cause of Jesus, you gain an imperishable renown: for in this employment there is honour which can never fade, for many of these dear children, now so delightfully and actively employed through your instrumentality, will shine as gems in the Redeemer's crown, and you shall have joy and rejoicing for ever and ever.


  Surely, then, there ought not to be a sabbath school in our connexion without a Juvenile Missionary Society to train the rising generation for activity and usefulness. We are exhorted by Divine inspiration, ''In the morning sow thy seed." Surely this has a direct reference to our children. Let them begin now to be useful; and, as they grow up into life, they will not only be a blessing to the church and the world, but many will become members of the church, and the world, but many will become members of the church, and finally enter into that rest which remaineth for the people of God.


  A missionary from India told me he never saw that native man who was not a decided idolator: from his cradle to the grave he is devoted to his idol god. They not only pay every tax cheerfully, but are trained from their earliest infancy to perform every act of worship with the most conscientious scruples.


  Surely, then, our children ought to be trained that they may be cheerfully employed in a nobler and more glorious cause. There are thousands of children and young persons, who are not only willing, but would feel delighted to be employed so as to make a beginning: witness the zeal, activity, and joy they experience in collecting the Christmas offering; and this being only once in the whole year, what would their joy be if permitted to be thus employed every week throughout the year.


  But, in order to afford them this delightful privilege and constant enjoyment, there must be "overseers " to direct and superintend them. An aged minister, who was at Conference and took an active part in the Missionary department, said very gravely to me, "I can tell you a secret. Your plans are esteemed very much, and are the very best I ever saw or heard of; but we cannot get suitable persons to carry them out and are willing to devote themselves to the work and take the oversight and care of the children; if we could, we have no doubt about the success of the cause." I have heard the same thing stated again and again by those who are placed at the helm of our affairs. Surely this ought to act as a stimulus to call forth our very best energies to train the young, that we may have an ample supply of warmhearted, active, self-denying, devoted collectors and officers, such as will enable the Missionary Committee to send out and sustain the missionaries without that distressing anxiety which it has been too often their lot to undergo. And what is the real source of it ? Is not "money" at the bottom? Merely pounds, shillings, and pence. But what is all the silver and gold in the Bank of England compared to the intrinsic value of an immortal soul, and the means of bringing the rising generation to the knowledge of Christ and his Gospel ? I speak advisedly, when I say that the Wesleyan sabbath schools are the very nurseries where plants are placed for culture, and where the gardeners, so to speak, need to be instructed how to rear these plants for the Church, and so make them fruitful trees. I know their efforts alone cannot make them bear fruit ; but I ask, Is the gardener condemned for having a barren tree in the garden? Not if he has trained, and pruned, and attended to the root with due skill and care; but if he has neglected it through ignorance, it is not likely to bear much fruit, and he must share in the guilt of its barrenness: it is, therefore, of the utmost importance to let these have directions and guidance. On whom does this depend? Chiefly, perhaps, on the sabbath-school teachers and catechists. It is for them to suggest and carry out plans, so as to bring into operation the most promising of our youth of both sexes; for it is in early days the mind of man begins to unfold its capabilities.


  Every part of our economy tells the same tale — that it is necessary to train in order to have efficiency.


  See the Chapel Building Committee, what they have had to contend with, merely for the want of experience in those who would do their very best to promote the cause of Methodism. What difficulties they fell into, and actually brought the society into disgrace, and hindered the work of God, just for the want of that experience which. this committee has now obtained.


  But it is the real solid happiness, which the young enjoy, whilst engaged in this training, that is the very soul of the system. What enables the missionary to brave all hardships, endure every opposition, and with meekness say, "I have no desire to return from my field of labour?" It is the happiness he enjoys in being where God would have him to be. This makes his every-day toil a pleasure, and in proportion as we at home drink into the same spirit, by every day thinking and acting for missions, we shall enjoy a like precious joy and happiness.


  It is when we consider our doings a labour and toil, and our givings a tax, that we deprive ourselves of that solid enjoyment, for nothing of a temporal nature can produce it. We may have this world's goods in abundance, but it is not in their nature to satisfy the soul of man, or bring peace of mind to its possessor. It is only when our minds are brought into that state, that we continually inquire, "What shall I render to the Lord for all his goodness to me?" and feel our happiness in being called into active working for Christ and his cause, that we shall fully enjoy that of which we speak.


  These observations are not the ebullition of the moment, but are founded upon an experience of nearly forty years' active working, and full enjoyment of this precious reward.


  Some of our friends have objected to the system because they think it has the appearance of begging, and that it is too mean for us as Wesleyans. This idea arises merely from looking at the pounds, shillings, and pence. Ah! this is too low. Were it nothing beyond that, I should have given it up long ago. I acknowledge this item is not to be despised; but the great end to be accomplished is of more value than ten thousand worlds.


  What will the Christian say is equal to having in the Church a body of well-trained, anxious, zealous, praying collectors, who feel it their joy and greatest privilege to be engaged in this glorious work; who never dream of toil, and indifference, much less neglect to call upon their subscribers, at the appointed time, but are ready for every good work that is for the benefit of their fellow man?


  In the heathen world many, once the worst enemies, are now the missionary's best friends. So I have found it at home. Those who were our strongest objectors, after seeing the good results, are now its most zealous supporters. Now then, oh pious friends, permit us to indulge the hope that the principle, the necessity, and the sacredness of these claims, will influence your minds on behalf of the heathen world, who are now lying in the arms of the wicked one, and also beget a concern for the best interests of the dear children who are only waiting your kind co-operation to engage them in this work, and thus consenting to our request give your best energies to a cause that not only aims at securing the temporal and eternal happiness of mankind, but which is intimately connected with the advancement of the glory of God.


  On seeing a specimen of Mimpriss' "Harmony of the Gospels," I said. This is the completion of our plan, and constitutes a threefold cord that cannot be broken.


  This is the plan I had in my mind in 1836, when I was impressed with the importance of training the rising generation for future usefulness in the cause of missions. The mere money they may raise while they are children has always been a secondary consideration in my view, whether the sum be 5000£. or 20,000£.; it is the training at that early age which will lead them on from step to step until they enter the catechumen classes; study the harmony of the Life of the blessed Jesus, follow his example; join the church of the God of their fathers, and finally enter the abodes of endless bliss. I do not suppose that all who begin by collecting for missions will thus be eternally saved; would to God they were; but there is a blessed probability in their favour, while they are in the way. The Lord oftentimes meets with them.


  Our object is the spiritual and eternal benefit of the rising race. The juvenile collecting plan was approved by the London District Meeting; suitable books were published by the committee and put into the hands of many of our children. It has gained their affections and works well.


  The plan of catechumen classes has received the sanction of Conference, and is now steadily advancing, and will be, I think, one of the brightest gems in our Wesleyan economy; and now, to complete the whole, a "Harmony" of the Gospel narrative of His words and works, who left us an example that we should follow his steps, is published, making the system a mine of wealth, to which nothing of an earthly nature can be compared; but it must be worked in order to obtain the precious ore; and now the question comes. How is this to be done, and by whom? There must be a multiplication of agents when it is in operation.


  Many times you have heard, and probably your own opinion is, that if the children are so employed it will injure the school funds and interfere with other arrangements. Oh, my dear friends! if you will but give us your hearty co-operation it will prove to you quite the reverse, and we can assure you from experience that the result has been quite different. The children are to collect small sums of one halfpenny per week; the employment is a favour shown to them for good conduct; they do it cheerfully, and it adds great pleasure and delight, and becomes more valuable to them as they grow up into life. Then as to the interference with the arrangements. If it were a mere money concern — just pence, shillings, or even pounds — I would not argue the point with you. Oh, no! it is something a thousand times more important and more valuable than all the silver and gold in the world: it is nothing less than the solid foundation of an effort to build up and extend the Messiah's kingdom; and I ask, what can possibly be compared with this? Sabbath schools have done wonders, but not without much labour and many prayers: and, after all, it is their best interest we care for; and unless we can secure this, our labour, arrangements, and excellent machinery, will be comparatively lost. And now I would address a few observations


  TO THE PARENTS.


  My dear friends, — Allow a parent to say a word or two in behalf of the best interests of your children. You send them to the sabbath school; there they are taught by kind teachers (who love them much) to be obedient, kind, and good to their father, mother, brothers, sisters, and friends at home. In many instances their aim is happily accomplished; in very many cases parents have reason to rejoice that ever a sabbath school was established, and that it was the privilege of their children to be educated there, for great has been their joy in after-life to witness the maturity of those principles which were prayerfully instilled into the young and tender mind. But to the engagement immediately under consideration we wish you to lend your aid: the plan has been tried in some schools, and great has been their reward; we wish you to afford your children every facility in this good work, in which probably some of them may be already engaged; it is not a laborious office, neither do we wish on any account to have it felt as such, our anxious desire is that they may realize a pleasure in the employment of doing good to others, and by early training we feel quite assured that all will reap a rich reward, if it be done with a steady, persevering attention to the simplicity of its arrangements, and a single eye to the glory of God. The teachers at the sabbath schools will give them directions, and supply them with information about the good which is produced by the activity and zeal of little children; this will excite more pleasure and happiness by their knowing that their little efforts are noticed and appreciated: one or two of your little family may be already engaged in the number, it being divided with this object in view; the very best plan will be to let as many as are willing volunteers enjoy the privilege, which could not be done if there were more than the limited number for each child, and a word in season from a kind parent, will remove from the mind of the child those little objections that will occasionally arise, as to this and that plan, however good, if they have not a reason given to them why it is so. But some who may peruse these pages are placed by the kind providence of a gracious God in comfortable circumstances, and are enabled to send their children to a respectable boarding or day school, and therefore think they cannot partake of this privilege. Oh, yes; it is to you thus circumstanced we look with the greatest confidence for help in this good work; your children having a superior education, may be called to fill some of the most influential offices in society; and if they are trained whilst very young, oh how easy, how delightful will everything connected with the advancement of Messiah's kingdom appear, and readily be undertaken by them.


  I am here reminded of having seen a very pleasing account, in "Chambers's Journal," of Miss Martindale's visit to the Pauper Lunatic Asylum at Hanwell, and after giving a most interesting account of the various grades amongst the inmates, as to their being placed in different wards, and occupied in various employments according to their state of mind, she goes on in a pleasing manner to tell the public what she saw, and felt to be true, of the excellent character and judicious plans of the governor, Sir William Ellis, and his amiable partner Lady Ellis; the inmates not only feared them, but they had so completely won the affections of all in the establishment, that they were loved and respected by all, and any little kind office the lunatic could perform, even tying her ladyship's clogs, would be esteemed a privilege, and be embraced with delight. Now the inference Miss M. draws from her visit, is the sincere desire that the rich may be favoured with this great blessing as well as the poor, and that respectable asylums may be established before the authors of these mild, beneficial plans are taken to their eternal rest. This kind suggestion has been acted upon, and the Pauper Asylum placed in the hands of those who had every opportunity of witnessing the good effects of the system, and knew well how to carry it out; for, being employed under the guidance and direction of the founder, they now feel the propriety and advantage of acting strictly upon the rules laid down by him, insomuch that it is now considered the very best institution of that kind in the whole world; and the benevolent visit of Miss M. is fulfilled in a great measure by Lady Ellis taking a mansion at Southall Park, where her ladyship is carrying out these plans under her own superintendence, among the rich, so that they may thereby be the happy partakers of this inestimable boon.


  In making this digression, I beg to state that what has been adopted in sabbath schools may be carried out in the best manner, and with the greatest advantage, in respectable families; here it is of the utmost importance that your children should do these things from principle and love. Surely, then, it will increase that love to the Saviour's cause, by being permitted to have a share in it from their early days, and you will find it no small addition to your family enjoyments, for a little child, of its own accord, to take the bag from the nail, and bring the little collecting book every week at the appointed time, giving utterance to the simple but endearing request, Please, Father, Missionary Please, Mother, Missionary: and thus round to all the eight subscribers. What more pleasing to a Christian parent, whose heart yearns over his children with paternal love and solicitude for their eternal welfare, to see them thus early engaged in the best of all causes, even the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom, and in full hope that they will hereby gain that knowledge which will fit them for active usefulness in the Church of Christ as they grow up men and women. It will be well to bear in mind that it is not the money (and this cannot be too strongly impressed upon our children's minds); it is the activity and employment in the various parts of the machinery of the plan that will be found so very desirable to the well-being of our children, and especially those that have not as yet taken part in our sabbath schools for want of suitable employment; here they will find pleasant work for all, and such as will bring its own reward; from these will spring up, first, juvenile secretaries, then committees, then advocates of the system, and, ultimately, class-leaders, stewards, trustees, and ministers. Oh, then, how desirable is it that, whilst young, they should have that employment which will give them a love to our common Christianity, and initiate them into our economy: every little office is pleasing to a child, and will be esteemed by it in early life as a privilege; but if the same be offered to youth in their teens it is not so valued; they are too apt to think it a trouble or toil, and rather give the money than collect it, I would here say a word to those who give


  ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS.


  Ours is a living ministry, continually dependent upon the free-will offerings of a generous public. Now, how desirable it is that those kind offerings be regular and in accordance with the plan our Heavenly Father has adopted, by giving us showers moderately and in small portions to water the earth; if it were to come in large abundance, and only at intervals of six or twelve months, who can calculate the amount of inconvenience we should be subject to? I was led to think seriously about the mode and plan of systematic collecting, by reading that which is adopted by the


  GENERAL POST OFFICE.


  About two hundred years ago, the revenue for England, Scotland, and Ireland was estimated at 10,000£. per annum; in about fifty years afterwards, it increased to 90,000£. About 1783, Mr. Palmer, of Bath, was led to observe the irregularity of the mails, and the slow rate of travelling. The post which left Bath on Monday night did not deliver its letters in London until two or three o'clock in the afternoon on the following Wednesday, and sometimes even later; the letters were then delivered in London at different times of the day, according to the arrival of each post: and the post from London to Glasgow occupied five days, the letters being carried round by way of Edinburgh. The principal feature in Mr. Palmer's plan was the employment of coaches to carry the mail bags, and that the time of departure from the places in the country should be so regulated as to insure their almost simultaneous arrival in London at an early hour in the morning, and that the whole should quit the metropolis at the same hour in the evening. The first mail coach on Mr. Palmer's plan left London for Bristol on the evening of August 2, 1784. The improvements suggested by Mr. Palmer were so simple in their character, and of so very obvious a nature, as to render it most surprising that it should have been left to an individual unconnected with the establishment to suggest them. These improvements were, after much opposition, fully carried into practice, so far as it regards England, within the two following years. In the twenty years that followed the adoption of Mr. Palmer's plan, the gross annual receipts of the Post Office department were trebled, and, by economical arrangements, the net produce was very nearly quintupled; in 1801, it realized the sum of 843,976£. Thus we see the business of the London Post Office has grown up from very small beginnings. At first, a house of moderate size was found sufficient; but, as the magnitude of its concerns increased, a large building has been erected, with every convenience, 389 feet long, 130 feet wide, and 64 feet high. At the suggestion of Rowland Hill, a uniform rate of one-penny postage has been adopted; so that all the people of our land, rich and poor, men, women, and children, may partake of its benefits. The net produce for 1848, after deducting all the numerous salaries and incidental expenses, amounted to upwards of 800,000£.


  I found our mode of employing collectors for this great work to be very much like that of the General Post Office, previous to Mr. Palmer's improvements. The regular collectors for our missions received their books at any time of the year, and being ruled for eighteen months, or one year and a half, there consequently was no regularity observed, either in the supply or return of the books. Let Mr, Palmer's plan be introduced and carried out in the length and breadth of our connection: according to the books which are now published by the Missionary Society, with full instructions, for every collector to have a new book at the beginning of the year, January; and at the end of the same to return it for a new one, to commence the following year. The advantage of this mode of regularity need not be farther explained, than by referring to the Post Office plan, and to the instructions given in the collectors' and secretaries' books. By this simple method, the officers are made fully acquainted with the diligence of the collector, with the names and residence of those who so kindly subscribe to our mission funds; and in case of death or removal of the collector, or, what has been by no means uncommon, the loss of a book, or occasion to change the collector; then the secretary having the names in the old book, it will enable him at once to appoint a judicious collector to visit those subscribers and receive their kind contributions. Much loss annually arises from the want of vigilant care on the part of the collector: it may be that they have too many subscribers, which makes it a burden, and other duties prevent their going to all with regularity; or it may be they have too few, and think it not worth going after, and they feel almost ashamed to bring so little when Miss C. or Master B. has so many subscribers. Only let our numerous branches at once adopt this uniform and comprehensive plan, then we may confidently espect great things, even a double and treble income, without being a burden to any one, or pressing upon any of the existing funds; but affording pleasure and delight to all.


  MONTHLY JUVENILE MISSIONARY PRAYER MEETINGS


  will be found of inestimable value; there to read portions of the recent intelligence, and talk to the children, endeavouring to ascertain how far they understand the nature and importance of the work in which they are engaged. Depend upon it, this will interest and encourage them to go forward with increasing zeal and love to the work. At this meeting they are presented with the Juvenile Offering, and the business of the month being transacted, the moneys are paid into the hands of the branch secretary, that the treasurer may remit monthly to the Parent Society in London.


  A JUVENILE LIBRARY


  will be of very great benefit to the plan. It should consist principally of books on missionary subjects; such as — Arthur's India, Hoole's India, Beecham's Ashanti, Duncan's Jamaica, Alder's Wesleyan Missions, Freeman's Journal, and the Missionary Monthly Notices, which should be bound in yearly volumes and placed in the library. It would greatly enhance the value of the library if Harris's Great Commission, Hamilton's Missions, Macfarlane's Jubilee of the World, and a Voice from the Sanctuary, could be added. All the children who have their books full, viz., eight subscribers, will be considered eligible to be free members, and have their books exchanged every month or oftener, as the library will allow.


  A librarian, treasurer, and secretary may be appointed to this, under the guidance and direction of the committee; this will afford much profitable employment, and bring the young people to partake of those substantial joys of which our forefathers were strangers.


  OCCASIONAL PUBLIC ADDRESSES,


  monthly or quarterly, as circumstances may permit, will be found admirably adapted to awaken and foster an interest in the youthful mind on behalf of missions. I have heard of a minister in Scotland who especially excels in such addresses, and his mode of procedure is as follows: —He provides himself with large diagram maps, on which is indicated the portion of the earth now included in the mission field, and the portion still under the reign of paganism; other maps set forth statistical information—as the introduction of Christianity to any given place, its comparative progress, and its present position and prospects: he has also a great variety of idols, that have been sent him from different mission stations, which he exhibits, and gives a short history of each: he has also specimens of the costume of barbarous nations, with which he associates some useful remarks on the civilising influence of Christianity: he has further numerous war implements which have been abandoned by converted savages, who now fight under the banners of the Prince of Peace. The effect of these addresses is most thrilling. Children and parents, rich and poor, learned and illiterate— all are interested and profited, and the missionary spirit is deepened and diffused. It will, perhaps, he thought that such addresses would require so much preparation, and be attended with so many difficulties, as to he altogether impracticable. I do not think so. It can scarcely be expected that our ministers, who are devoted to other and more important duties, should he able to deliver such addresses frequently; but why may not the intelligent and gifted young men of our connection give themselves to this branch of useful service ? How can they employ with greater advantage to themselves, or with greater benefit to others, the results of their education, their reading, and their observations?


  TO THE TREASURERS AND COMMITTEE.


  Containing Hints to Collectors and Subscribers to Missions.


  The contents of these pages contain suggestions of such importance, from one who has long thought and felt on the best means of employing a youthful agency in collecting for the cause of missions, that no apology will he needed for their insertion. Our great object is to bring the hundreds of thousands of our youth to that standing place in the church which is designed for them by Him who has bought them with his blood; and the object of the writer of the following letter is to employ them, on a large scale, as collectors in the cause of extending the knowledge of Christ in the earth. For the accomplishment of our object, we have deliberately, and from solemn conviction, taken our stand, and intend, by God's help, to devote our property, time, and best energies to its promotion. Our judgment and conscience assure us that we are in the right, and we think but few will have read the papers of our friend without believing him to be sincere, and warmly devoted to his object. Indeed, in the prospect of having our sabbath scholars employed on an extensive scale, as collectors of a halfpenny per week of eight subscribers, he seems to us to ride in the chariots of Amminadib.


  Robert Jackson.


  The very important letter from the treasurer of the Newcastle district, inserted in the Missionary Notices for October, 1848, demands the very serious attention of all our branch and circuit treasurers throughout the kingdom. Without this prompt attention to the regular systematic remittances, how are the secretaries in London to pay the bills drawn upon them by our missionaries, and coming due every month, at the beginning as well as the end of the year? But how are these branch treasurers to remit, unless the collectors do their part, and pay their moneys every month? This is the life and soul of good collecting.


  This subject was brought before the district meeting in the City Road six years ago, when the Rev. Dr. Bunting showed the absolute necessity of a reform in this branch ; "for," said he, " how inconsistent to expect our missionaries can be supported, unless we receive remittances at the beginning as well as the end of the year." It was pressed upon the attention of the meeting, and a plan was adopted. Books were printed, with instructions to the collectors (of one penny per week), revised and adopted by the secretaries; these books are now stereotyped, and will be sent from the Mission House to the order of all our branch secretaries throughout the kingdom.


  They begin the year January 1, and end at December 31, and are ruled in such a manner that it will not only be easy for the collector to pay the money every month, but the secretary, without loss of time, can see in an instant what is to pay, who are behind, and whether the collector is diligent or not: and be able to give a word of commendation, advice, or encouragement, as the case may require.


  Many of our friends have heard, through the "Reporter,'' of the success attending the training of our little ones by the help of this mission work. Their little books are ruled for them to pay in their moneys every weeks and, as they grow up, many of them will no doubt become some of our most useful, diligent, and regular collectors. There can be no doubt, upon the mind of a man of business, that the youth who receives a good training will make the best tradesman, and be the most likely to succeed in business, having obtained a good knowledge of the best means of accomplishing the various transactions belonging to every department in his trade.


  I would most affectionately invite all our circuit treasurers and secretaries to have a meeting with the collectors, and talk over the matter. Never was there a time when an increase of fund's were more needed than the present; and very much can be done without making sacrifices. Only a a little extra attention is required, and all will go on well.


  The secretary can easily see by the report how many collectors are employed. Let every one have a new book to begin the new year, and let everything paid in 1850 be for the new year's account ; and then let the money be paid every month. This will make the missionary prayer meetings more interesting, and the secretaries, treasurers, and collectors will feel the more pleased with their work, and the officers in London will have a large increase of joy and satisfaction; for payments will be so regular, that those distressing doubts about income that prevent them from entering open doors will be entirely removed.


  If the order for books be sent to the Mission House in November, so as to receive them in the December book-parcels, all could be got ready to be put into the hands of the various collectors on New Year's day.


  The juveniles should be quite separate, and should collect and pay every week.


  The penny a-week subscribers should be called upon every week; and all be invited to attend the missionary prayer meeting.


  The annual subscribers should be solicited to pay their subscriptions quarterly, in advance. There are books published for this purpose, called the ladies' collecting books.


  With these books, if all begin to collect the 1st of January, and pay the amount at the time of the monthly prayer meetings, the district treasurer will be able to send such a noble sum to the secretaries at the Mission House, as will cheer their hearts and enable them to carry out their plans at the beginning of the year, without waiting for the return of the end of the year.


  IMPORTANCE OF A SYSTEMATIC CONNECTION BETWEEN SCHOOLS AND MISSIONS.


  My dear friends, the Local Treasurers, Secretaries, and Committees, — I was forcibly struck, whilst perusing the journal of Mr. Jackson, our Jay agent, with the fact that the burden of his complaint is the want of organization. Now; as the direction and guidance of the whole plan of raising supplies for our important missions devolves upon us in our official capacity, may we not learn how to carry on, and carry out, the system to the greatest advantage, by paying attention to present improvements? Just view the old mode of travelling—coaches, supplied by private individuals, often overloaded: their high fares and impositions were the annoyances we had to contend with. But now, the railroad being under judicious direction, the fares fixed, and the number in each carriage limited, they may take passengers to an unlimited extent without any annoyance at all. Hereby we may learn the advantage of having a good direction, to see that there is a good supply of well-trained collectors, whose movements are under the continued guidance of the committee. Thus, from their plan of receiving the fare before they start — not at the end of the journey — we learn the vast importance of accustoming our collectors to receive the first payments always in advance, and never to have any debts. There should be nothing owing to the missionary, but all free and paid forwards.


  Now, my dear friends and fellow-labourers, let me press upon your very serious consideration the vast importance of our adopting, altogether and at once, simultaneous proceedings throughout the length and breadth of our beloved Zion. Our exertions must not be appreciated solely by the amount of money which each branch can send to the Parent Missionary Society, for it must be considered as auxiliary to every branch of our church polity. Only get the rising generation to enter fully and heartily into these plans, and, as they grow up into life, they will be fitted for action on systematic principles; and our daily and Sunday schools, our chapels, our societies, will all be managed, so as to prove to all around, that we are indeed a community and a church. I wish most particularly at this time to press the necessity of employing the children of our sabbath schools as collectors for the Missionary Society, to give them an interest in our proceedings, and to bring them into the habit of doing something regularly for the cause of our great Redeemer; and then, as we take some of the very best of the children, we have an opportunity of seeing how they feel affected towards our system; and, as they advance in life, we can easily invite them to become Catechumens, and thus watch the development of their ideas. Although the matter of finance may be thought much of, yet that, to my mind, is a very little thing, compared with the superabundant blessings it is likely to confer on the church and on the world, both at home and abroad. At present, let it suffice to say, the solid enjoyment I continue to derive from its practical adoption, surpasses my most sanguine expectations. As a member of a committee, I find a constant, conscientious attendance at every meeting affords such a rich repast, that no sacrifice is too great, nor any other business so urgent, as to keep me away; and I have not been prevented attending to my appointment once in several years. Being placed on the district committee, which meets nearly sixteen miles from my home, I yet well remember how truly happy I felt one very wet evening, when, while walking a mile and a half to the railway, and on my arrival in London, at the Centenary Hall, the rain came down in torrents, and many of our London friends were absent in consequence: I found the truth of the promise, " Lo, I am with you always."


  The Missionary Society needs a large income; but that is not to be obtained by such very precarious means as donations, small or large bazaars, or even missionary meetings. These are all very well as auxiliaries; but the permanent, substantial income on which the parent committee can depend, is, and must be, the regular subscriptions; and it is not the large ones even here that will be the chief support, but it is the many, the "all at it, and always at it," which is the soul of our system.


  TO THE COLLECTORS.


  My dear friends, permit an aged collector of nearly forty years' active exertion in the mission cause, to address you as individuals engaged in this important work. The fact is, we need agents to carry out the plan; and to whom can we look with such hope of success as to you, yourselves; who, having borne the heat and burden of the day — some of you for many years — well know the difficulties attending your office? I need not enumerate, although I am fully acquainted with, them. I intend here to advise, and point out the remedy rather than decide upon the evils. I have found a great loss to be the result of irregularity, for this is at the very bottom of most of our trials. Now, in order to remedy this evil, the committee has adopted a new collecting book for you, with suitable directions how to proceed. Be sure to use this, and, by strict attention to the rules it contains, you will be prevented from many unpleasant things which fall in your way, and be enabled greatly to serve this holy cause.


  Let me call your attention to the little juveniles now in training for future collectors; they need continual advice and encouragement, for they are only apprentices, merely learners; and as you have been so long engaged, it will be doing a great service to the church of Christ to lead these young ones on; but never think they are intended to supersede your energetic exertions. Oh no! they are only in training to take some of your places, when you are removed by Providence from your present sphere of labour, which may be the case from many unforeseen events; and oh, how many times are the officers puzzled to find a suitable person to take the charge of the collecting book of an active person thus removed!


  They do their best in the selection, but for the want of training when young, it oftentimes proves a complete failure: subscribers are lost, and after a length of time the book is given up to the secretary, with a very small sum collected. It is to obviate these things that the training system is so imperatively called for. Our missions are so enlarged, that our income is not at all adequate to the exigencies of the case, and what you could easily collect formerly will not now suffice. The committee must have a larger income, or more open doors cannot be entered; we must bestir ourselves, every one in our locality. Look about, my dear friends; make it a matter of frequent and fervent prayer; do not think of it as a secondary object, that may be done when you have leisure: oh, no, esteem it as your high privilege to be permitted to work for the Saviour of sinners, and especially consider what He has said.


  Let me entreat you attentively to read the Missionary Notices, as they come out each month, and lend them to your subscribers; do everything in your power to extend the knowledge of what is doing in the world, by the means of missionaries. This will be of very essential service to the cause, and tend more than anything else to keep up the fire of missionary zeal and love in your own hearts, and also in theirs who aid this glorious cause by their contributions; and in a few years we may hope the income will be doubled. And now I will say a few words


  TO THE CHILDREN.


  My dear young friends, — By the time this reaches you, I shall consider you will be fully prepared with all your new books. If I were present, I should talk with you something after this manner:—


  Now, as you are entered upon another year, and not one of you is certain you will live to its close, let me entreat you to be very careful of your time. Do all the good you can, and be very kind to each other ; never think or speak unkindly of any one, especially your fellow-collectors. Consider yourselves as members of the same family, aiming at the same end, and travelling to the same home. Now, in order that you may enjoy very much happiness in your work, I have spared no pains to obtain, and bring into our plan, the very best method of employing you young ones to do something for the cause of our adorable Redeemer, who gave Himself a willing sacrifice for all, that we might be happy in heaven to all eternity. Let me entreat you to pay particular attention to the advice I gave when I was with you. Always esteem it a great privilege to be so honourably employed; never go to any subscriber as a beggar. You are now an authorized collector for the army of King Jesus, and very much depends upon your fidelity whether the army shall be well provided for or not. I feel sure that very many of you would be glad to do a great deal more than you are allowed to do; but stop, my dears, only be diligent and attentive in the sphere you are now in, and in a few years more you shall be advanced to be a regular collector, and the younger ones will take your place,—and thus the work of providing a supply for the missionaries abroad, and the young heathen children among whom they labour, will be regular and increasing.


  Let me also remind you of what I said when I was present. Never go to collect without your book, and be sure to mark down the amount contributed in the presence of the givers, that they may not have the slightest occasion to doubt your veracity and honesty. It is truly delightful to see children act in an open and candid manner in everything they do, but especially in the things that belong to God, and this will either make them happy or miserable here and for ever. Even the smallest appearance of wrong will make you to sorrow and grieve, wishing you had not done so, and then the pleasure will he taken away, and you will lag and tire; and whilst others are light and as happy as the day in their work you will he unhappy, and think of giving up your book. Having no pleasure as heretofore in going to your subscribers for their weekly contribution, you will be ready to say, "I cannot take all this trouble to collect a few halfpence," and perhaps be induced to relinquish the employment altogether.


  Now, my dear young friends, I do hope better things of you, although I thus write. I am very much pleased with the many kind letters your superintendents have written to me during the past year. They say you are diligent in your work, and have made this part of God's cause your own, feeling very happy that you are so employed; and they assure me that not one single complaint has been brought against you, in any shape, of your being tiresome, pressing, or impudent : but, on the contrary, they say—and to your credit be it spoken—that the modest, unassuming, humble manner in which you have gone about your business, has called forth the warm approbation of all. This is what cheers me, and fills my soul with gratitude to that God who first taught me that I might teach you.


  Now I hope you will love your sabbath school, and all connected with it. Be very careful to come in good time, so as to commence with the singing and opening prayer. Here we begin with God, and implore His blessing on the duties of the sabbath-day.


  A kind superintendent, one that loves little children very dearly, having seen in the " Watchman" an account of the work at Northampton, felt a strong desire to try and make a beginning, so he wrote to the Rev. R. Sherwell, then to myself, and, amongst other questions, he asked, what was to be done in respect to late comers. Why, I do hope and beg that there may not be a single late comer among any of our juvenile collectors. It now rests with yourselves whether I shall have this pleasure or not. And, as I wish you to be punctual at the beginning, so let me advise you to be very attentive through the whole day. Remember it is the Lord's own day. Mind what your teachers say, and when in His house be very circumspect; avoid the very appearance of inattention, for some children pain the mind of the preacher very much by looking about, and even sometimes talking to their schoolfellows who sit beside them; thus they not only do not know what the preacher says, but they prevent the others from hearing, and I have sometimes heard the minister speak to them before all the congregation. Now I hope not one of our collectors will ever do so. Try how well you can behave, and, by paymg strict attention, see how much you can remember; it will do you good as you grow up in life. There is one more thing I must tell you bigger boys. My mind was very much pained on my second visit to one of your schools. I will not say which it was, lest I should wound some of your feelings, and I want very much to make you truly happy. On my first visit, I was pleased with the attention of the first class, and saw very much that delighted me; but when I came last summer, fully expecting that some were teachers of the little ones, and others giving their hearts to God, alas! many of them had left the school altogether, merely because they thought they were grown too big. Now, I hope you, my dear little collectors, will never even think of doing so. Having enlisted into the army of King Jesus, let me intreat you to continue his faithful soldiers, even unto your life's end. Nothing will yield you such a source of true enjoyment, and as you grow up you will find your teachers, and the leaders and officers in the Church of Christ, will be your best friends; and when, in the course of His gracious providence, I come to see you, I trust you will be among the Lord's own people, active and useful in your day and generation. I shall continue to pray that God may bless you, and make you a blessing. Farewell.


  FACTS AND INCIDENTS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE PRACTICAL WORKING OF THE SOCIETY.


  The pleasure to the children derived is such, that nothing I ever witnessed, during a long life of active sabbath-school exertion, can possibly bear a comparison with it. You may give them rewards, and have tea meetings, but these are annual, few and far between. It is the weekly pleasure that so delights them; and, if I am not too long, I beg leave to prove this by one or two of many instances which I have upon record.


  "A good man died, leaving a widow and two children. They must be removed to their own parish, as she, like her husband, had become consumptive. Things were prepared for their removal. One of her little girls was a favourite collector (and had been from the beginning, 1841). She was called to part with her teacher, her school companions ; this she bore tolerably well; but now came the painful stroke, the worst of all. She was told that her little missionary book and bag would be of no use to her where she was going, as they were all poor people there, and could give nothing for missions. This was too much. She cried and sobbed as if her heart would break, and then broke out in expressing her feeling, "Oh, I shall not be able to collect any more money for the poor black boys, &c.'


  Her grief continued for the few days she remained in this village, and soon after their removal her widowed parent left this vale of tears, to join her partner in the world where there is no more crying.


  "A good woman, a member of my class, came to our house and said, "I have been thinking of what you have so often repeated in class, about little children doing something for the missionaries, and I feel a desire for my little Robert to try, if you don't think him too young. His age is eight years. He is very pleased at the thoughts of it, and if you will give me a little book, and tell me how he must begin, he can but try; and if he cannot get any subscribers, I will bring you back the book again, and there will be no harm done." To this simple and hearty request, I most cheerfully replied by furnishing a little book and bag; putting his name and number, 27, upon it, thus admitting him into our society at once. The good woman all the time was expressing her doubts whether he would be able to collect anything, but said he should try. This was on Monday, and on Saturday the good husband brought back the book and I began to fear he was offended, since he was not a member of our society. He drew the book out of his pocket and said, "Oh, about this little book you gave to my wife, I do not understand it." But my fears were soon turned to joy, as he proceeded, "and I am come to you for information: my little boy has filled up all one side, and on turning over to put down some more money, I find there some other months, and I did not know what to do about it; so I came up to you to-night, that he may have it all right for you to-morrow. I must tell you he is so anxious about it, that ever since my wife brought home the book he has been talking about it, and wanted to begin; but we told him he must not go until Saturday; then on Friday he had but little sleep, and wanted to get up at five to go on the line with his book." I told the good man our plan was to allow no child to have more than eight subscribers; but as his was a special case — residing nearly two miles from the chapel — I consented to give him a larger book, that will hold twelve names; and the little fellow has not failed to bring in 6d, every week from that time to the present. When the weather has been so bad he could not come, on the following week his money was always brought in full tale. The work is a real blessing to the family, and a pleasure of no common order to the child. This boy is now entitled to the 'Juvenile Offering,' which he diligently reads, and his mind is thereby stored with facts to tell the railroad men, who ask him questions about the good that is done with their money, as his subscribers are chiefly among them. Thus a knowledge of our system is spread, and some of them have come to me for informatin on the subject, and ask for books, to carry the tidings to their own homes.


  "In our village, an old gentleman that came to chapel occasionally, and especially at our missionary meetings, would manage to leave before the collection was made, for he would not give any money, and our various collectors tried him time after time, but in vain, as he would not give to missionary or benevolent objects. Years rolled on, and after our Juvenile Society was fully set in motion, his little granddaughter came to me and said, "Please, sir, may I have a little book to collect for the missionaries?" I looked at the child, she was very little, and said, "Do you think you could get any subscribers ?" "Oh yes, sir, grandfather will be one, and grandmother will be one, and I shall subscribe myself, and that will be three." I then very cheerfully gave her a little book and bag, earnestly praying she might be successful. She went on nicely, and in a few weeks came full of glee, joy beaming in her countenance, whilst she said, "Oh, sir, I have got two more subscribers." "Who are they?" "Aunt and uncle. These make five. I will try and get three more, then I shall have my book full." She soon got up the number, and now has the "Juvenile Offering" given to her every month, of which she is very fond. On inquiring for a volunteer to take charge of the book left by a removal, until another collector was appointed this little girl offered her services willingly, and has since done the work of two collectors with great regularity.


  "Our plan is a peace-maker. Some time since, there was a jealousy created by the distribution of rewards. One child left the school. But she was a juvenile collector, and had to pay her money every week or lose her book. She managed to send it by her little brother. This so interested him that he soon said, "If you please, sir, may I have a book for myself?" I replied. Yes, if you think you can get some one to subscribe. "I think I can, sir, and I will try if you will give me a book." He was supplied, and soon got eight subscribers, among his uncles, and those who never came to our chapel, but they give to him. His sister soon came back to the school, and has become a teacher. Both now have their books quite full.


  "Another little girl succeeded in obtaining a subscription of a man that would not even come to our chapel on any account; but after he had been a subscriber several weeks, the child calling regularly, he was induced to come into our chapel, and sat near the door. There he heard the word, it pierced his heart, he came to a prayer meeting, was invited to our class, has obtained mercy, and is now a decided and consistent member of our society.


  One thing I must not omit. Our children would formerly bring sweets to the school, purchased on the sabbath. Remonstrances with children, parents, or shops were in vain. They would sell, children would buy, on the sabbath. But since this Juvenile Society has been established, we have had such a fine opportunity of pointing out the vast difference between receiving money on His own day, and using it for ourselves, or for worldly gain, that we have not had a single instance of a collector purchasing anything on the sabbath day.


  "Again, there was a continual loss of our very best scholars, by their going to the national school, and being compelled to leave us or lose the benefit of week-day instruction. Since this has been established, we have not lost one of our collectors. Anything and everything must be sacrificed rather than give up the collecting, in which their best affections are so engaged. I need not say that this system tends to bind them to the school, and to lead them to Christ and the church.


  "When Major Woodward was in this country, he entered heartily into the subject, and would go with me every sabbath morning to witness the little children bring in their books and collections. Two of his little children were appointed collectors, and they continued to bring in their books full every week during the whole of their stay in this country, which was nearly three years. They were also subscribers to several other little children, who called every week with their books. They are all now gone to the presidency of Madras.


  "From the very large number of letters I have received from different parts of the country, from ministers and superintendents, I feel perfectly satisfied that the time is come when it only needs one general effort to begin and try, and the results will be joy to the young people, solid satisfaction to those who undertake to watch over and direct their proceedings, and above all, a large increase of true piety in our church. This I have found to be the case wherever the plan is tried fairly; and worked properly. Nothing will prosper if it is done only by fits and starts, and is the effect of caprice, and the desire of being known and thought much of. This is the bane of our collecting department. No system as to labour. All may do as they please. Oh, let there be a systematic plan adopted. Let the many share in the pleasure. Then the burden will be light for all, and instead of two or three collectors, to whom the secretaries are compelled to be very obliging, we shall have a band of warm-hearted, well-trained, affirmed agents, who will soon make a full committee, zealous secretaries, useful catechists, and qualified officers in the adult church. Then they will have a token of union, so that when removed from one place to another, they will have the means of a ready introduction to their fellow-labourers all over the empire. The world has adopted this plan by their clubs, &c. But ours is a nobler enterprise. All that we can give is but little in comparison of the immense value of the soul, and oh, the millions upon millions who are perishing for lack of knowledge!"


  LETTER FROM REV. SAMUEL JACKSON.


  Here is the duty of the Christian Church, in the treatment of her youth, to endeavour to form them into an intelligent, devout, and aggressive community. Such an agency is essential to the conversion of the world, and if we are to have it, we must try to create it, as the grace of God was never intended to supersede the efforts of man. Perhaps Sunday schools, catechumen classes, ordinary class meetings, and juvenile missionary societies, considered as modes of treating our youth, are all defective, when separate and alone. In the first two, they receive religious instruction, but unless trained to give, as well as to receive, their education is radically incomplete. By the third, their devout feelings are fostered and stimulated, but they must be accustomed to investigate, and to act, if the world, partly by their instrumentality, is ever to be evangelised. The fourth, and last, call them into prominence and activity, but not without danger, if these are unaccompanied by evangelical affectionate superintendence, and perhaps occasional reproof. St. Paul feared that a novice, promoted and left to himself, might be ''lifted up with pride and fall into the condemnation of the devil." By prudently connecting our children and young people with all these institutions, we subject them to one general mode of treatment, likely, by God's blessing, so to supply their deficiencies, and develop their energies, as to realise the design of their baptism, and lead them to "confess the faith of Christ crucified, and manfully to fight under his banner, against sin, the world, and the devil, and to continue his faithful soldiers and servants, unto their lives' end." Wesleyan teachers have complained of the loss of their children by the sectarian policy of the national schools. You may easily keep them, if that can be done by connecting them with our missions. How shall we retain our elder scholars? is a question frequently asked in Sunday-school committees. Try the effect of making them missionary collectors. A suitable person is often afraid to accept a class of catechumens, because he sees in them a superfluity of energy which he cannot subdue, and knows not how to control. Perhaps that energy waits for employment, and will prove very useful in promoting the conversion of six hundred millions of heathen. Mr. Blake's principle can be easily tested, on a small scale, by making a beginning.


  LETTER FROM MR. A. CHURCH, PINNER, ON THE SUBJECT OF JUVENILE MISSIONARY EFFORTS.


  Having read the "Reporter" with very great pleasure, especially those articles which have such a bearing on our grand methodistical movement, viz., training our young people for future usefulness and for heaven, I thought a simple statement of what we are doing in this great cause would not be unacceptable. About thirty years ago, a few friends from Harrow, desirous of introducing Methodist preaching into our village, came over several times, and, in the midst of opposition, succeeded in obtaining the lease of a barn for twenty-one years, which was fitted up as a chapel. The word was blessed to the conversion of many souls; some have removed, others have gone to heaven, and others are now holding on their way. But as the lease drew near its termination, we began to think seriously what we should do in future. The old place was too bad to lay out much money upon, and our superintendent minister had very serious doubts as to the propriety of building a chapel, as the members were few and congregation small, It was thought that, if it could be erected, still there would be difficulty in supplying it: and then where were the funds and congregation to come from? Our friends had several meetings to consult what was the best to be done. Just at this time Mr. Blake's plan of employing the children to collect for the missions came to my ears. I spoke of it as a good plan, but some of our friends could not see how collecting for others would benefit us. "We want money to build a chapel for ourselves," they said ; "let this be first accomplished." I believed the declaration of God's word, "They that water shall be watered." I walked over to Harrow to advise with Mr. Blake; obtained information, and books for the children; came home, and set the little ones thinking and talking by telling them how nicely the children were getting on at Harrow. During the week several volunteers came, and begged to have books, in order to try. To these I explained the rule, that they must seek each a few subscribers of a halfpenny per week among their own friends and near their own home, and that no collector would be allowed to have more than eight subscribers. That when they obtain this number they will be entitled to the monthly "Juvenile Offering."


  These little ones soon distributed themselves throughout our village, and visited the cottages. It became evident that the people heard and attended to what these little ones had to say, by the increased number of hearers at our place of worship. The unanimous opinion was that we must have a larger chapel. A suitable spot of ground was selected. The Lord inclined the hearts of many to offer willingly, and, with the kind advice and good counsel of our excellent building committee, we proceeded, and a neat substantial chapel is erected and placed in easy circumstances, so as to enable us to pay off part of the remaining debt every year. Our juveniles continue to collect for the missions, and their duty is their delight. Last year they collected upwards of seven pounds. I hope well of several of them, and trust that they will give their hearts to God. Some of the children from the adjoining hamlet wished to be employed in the good work, and they also were supplied with little collecting books, but soon a trial arose, which put the faith and patience of the good people to the test.


  During the residence here of the late Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke, he built a chapel on his own estate, but omitted during his lifetime to convey it to the society; his son came into possession, and died, leaving a widow, who married a gentleman of another communion; he took possession of the chapel, and appropriated it to private uses, but there was a sabbath-school, and some few of them missionary collectors.


  A truly benevolent lady, not in any way connected with our society, was residing in the hamlet, and hearing the report that the Wesleyans had lost their chapel, made further inquiries of the superintendent minister, and, upon ascertaining the facts of the case, her liberal heart devised liberal things, and, to her honour be it spoken, she built a chapel upon her own estate, defraying every expense, and having appointed trustees, presented it, free of all demands, to the Wesleyan Society: here again the promise is fulfilled; our friends lost their place of worship, but in their extremity the Lord sent them what they needed— a friend, with the ability and willing mind to do all they required—and here is a house of God erected, where


  " Infant Yoices will proclaim.

  Their young hosannas to his name."

  Abraham Church. Pinner,


  A LETTER FROM THE SHERBORNE WESLEYAN-METHODIST SUNDAY-SCHOOL JUVENILE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.


  Formed from the Sunday-school connected with the cause at Sherborne, we first became a distinct and independent force at the close of the year 1844.


  Many of the youthful part of the congregation and school had been previously, although partially, engaged in the work, but they had for some time desired some efficient system or plan for conducting their operations. A juvenile meeting was consequently held, at which, with the aid of the officers of the school, they made to the society the proposition of the contemplated organization. One juvenile, in speaking of the position they intended to occupy, said, " We do not desire by any means to enter the field as the reapers of the golden harvest, but simply as gleaners, that we may gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.'' The proposition met the hearty concurrence of the assembly, and the work of organization immediately proceeded, under the auspices of the superintendent minister and the superintendents of the school; a large and commodious desk was erected in the school-room; a juvenile treasurer and secretary appointed; and collecting books distributed to upwards of thirty volunteers: the amount brought in the first Sunday doubled anything which had been previously done, and from week to week it progressively increased until the collectors numbered upwards of fifty, and the amount gathered exceeded 250 halfpence per week. Twelve months have now passed away, and this interesting little institution is found in all its primitive eficiency, and the result of its labours for the year is a total of nearly 28£., an amount altogether unexpected and unprecedented in the annals of juvenile operations; but beside this consideration, the effect produced by it on the scholars at large is most valuable, since it supplies a fresh fund of interest, binds them to the school, trains them up to a habit of liberality, and instils a love for, and an interest in, the great cause of missions. The scene presented by the youthful band from Sunday to Sunday is truly animating and delightful,—the busy, cheerful group around the mission desk, bringing in their gatherings for the week, like so many industrious bees laden with the result of their toil,—while the order observed throughout gives still more interest to the picture. The monthly notice meetings also form no unimportant part of their proceedings, since they furnish interesting information from foreign parts, and tend to encourage them to renewed zeal and effort. The first anniversary of the society was held on December 26th, and proved to be one of great interest: a juvenile chairman presided on the occasion; the secretary of the society gave an account of the proceedings for the year; after which many senior friends addressed the meeting, among whom was Mr. Blake of Harrow-on-the-Hill, who came expressly for the occasion, and greatly delighted and encouraged the juvenile party. The meeting separated with a confirmed determination to promote the work not only among the children of the immediate neighbourhood, but to encourage and press its adoption throughout our societies at large, and thus (at least in this critical juncture) to employ this most efficient piece of machinery, which has hitherto remained quite untouched.


  In the following year the superintendent writes. Every thing goes on well. There are now upwards of seventy juvenile collectors, all happy in the work — not a single complaint against any of them; but as they are taught so they act. Ask for a small subscription—not a donation; and when eight subscribers are obtained, the book is full, and then there is room for other collectors to try and get their books filled. The children are alive to their happy toil, and nothing in the school interests them more—indeed nothing so much as the mission work.


  It is my conviction that God has a mighty work which he will accomplish on the earth, and that, too, mainly through our mission ; it appears that for this purpose we are raised up and perpetuated as a church.


  The result at this school is glorious: not only collectors, but teachers, monitors, superintendents, leaders, ministers, all—all partake the joy; for all appear to be engaged in the work, and God, even our own God, has blessed them during the past year. Two of the dear teachers, who took a very active part and looked forward with great delight to the anniversary, have departed this life in a most triumphant and glorious manner, and are gone to enjoy the mansion above. Our King will not be worse than his word, "They that water shall be watered," and upwards of forty, chiefly young people, have been soundly converted to God. If there is joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth and if one soul is of more value than the whole world, what a reward is here for the little we can do! These little collectors will gather during the year nearly 40£,; but it is not the present amount, it is the future we regard as the all-important, when many of these trained collectors will be converted to God, and fill the various offices in our church: leaders, stewards, trustees, ministers, and missionaries too. Then children yet unborn will join the ranks, and collect in their turn for them.


  LETTER FROM R. MIMPRISS, ESQ.


  Combe Street, Croydon,


  28th July, 1849.


  My dear Sir, — I have read your MSS. with very great pleasure, and am much gratified in being permitted to associate with you in your great work. There is a loud, unmistakable call for the training of our youth, usefully and religiously; and the missionary field is especially adapted to interest and engage the affections of the young, ere the busy cares and anxieties of the world sear their hearts in selfishness. The call is so loud for us to give the right direction to the youthful mind that it cannot be disregarded without guilt. It is a call from lost souls suffering the reward of their doings; through a neglected infancy—they are experiencing the bitterness of death, having never been trained in a knowledge of Him who is the way, the truth, and the life.


  It is a loud call from God himself, "Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not." The existence of the churches, and the very stability of the empire depend on our training the young for the evangelizing of the world. God's honour is concerned in it, and except we have his blessing, Ichabod will be written on all we have ever done, commercially and as Christians. Your plan is comprehensive enough to embrace the conversion of the whole world, and simple enough to enlist infants to work for it. If you are spared but a few years, you will see it extensively adopted; for there is a large band of men and women, sabbath-school teachers, who love their work, and agonize for the souls of their scholars, who will cheerfully co-operate with you, when they see the blessedness and efficiency of juvenile missionary collectors. This youthful army will doubtless grow up, and fill the most important stations in the churches. Wealth without such training will not qualify for usefulness like experience, and experience is the result of early devotedness. The painful fact that the churches do not and will not furnish teachers for our sabbath-schools, and catechists for catechumen classes, and a sufficient agency for any department of the Lord's work, makes it plain that without an early initiation in the various divisions of labour, all legitimately resulting from the spread of Gospel truth, there must continue indifference and unwillingness, as well as inability to engage therein. Your plan of a systematic juvenile missionary institution, clearly defined in its operations, will lay a foundation for raising an aggressive force to oppose the kingdom of Satan, that even Methodism itself has never yet seen. Your scheme has so thoroughly my sympathies, that when requested to address the children of a sabbath-school, I invariably develop its simplicity and advantages, and introduce you and the juveniles at Harrow-on-the-Hill to the scholars: their attention is generally secured, and there only wants such a book as you have now prepared, giving the needful information, to induce superintendents and teachers to adopt it. Finally it is worth the most serious attention of all Christians, for by it an immense increase to the funds of the society would be easily obtained, crushing by its weight anything that can be collected as a Christmas offering; and morally, its influence in preserving our youth from evil is more powerful than any that exists where the power of the Gospel is not experimentally indwelling. The institution of catechumen classes, embracing the rich and the poor, seems to me a very favourable opportunity for establishing juvenile missionary associations, at the meeting of which the subscriptions might be conveniently paid to the catechist, and by the catechist to the secretary or treasurer. I hail with very great delight the simple method propounded in your scheme, whereby our elder scholars may be retained until converted to God, and whereby constant supplies of able and devoted Sunday-school teachers, willing to take the oversight of and counsel the children, may be provided, and whereby every office in the church may be filled—whereby the word of God may be sent into all the ends of the earth, and whereby the heathen may have the ever-blessed Gospel— the unsearchable riches of Christ—and whereby God may be glorified.


  I remain, my dear Sir, Very sincerely yours affectionately,


  R. MIMPRISS


  Mr. Joseph Blake,


  Harrow-on-the-Hill.


  FROM THOMAS FARMER, ESQ., GUNNESBURY HOUSE, ONE OF THE GENERAL TREASURERS OF THE WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.


  Dear Sir,—I avail myself of the first leisure opportunity to repeat my admiration of your unwearied zeal in the prosecution of your object to secure the early and active co-operation of the juvenile members of our Society in the missionary cause; I especially approve of your endeavours to prevent their undertaking more than they can be reasonably expected to accomplish; and I also think it both wise and prudent to urge the necessity of regularity in making their weekly applications to subscribers, and punctuality in their weekly payments to the treasurer. The plan has my most cordial approbation in these respects, and I only regret the drawback that arises from the difficulty of procuring an adequate number of superintendents with the zeal and perseverance of Joseph Blake, so as to insure an efficiency for procuring funds to the society equal to his sanguine expectations.


  I am, dear Sir,


  Yours truly,


  Thos. Farmer.


  LETTER FROM MR. S. BRADFORD.


  5, Somerset Place, Hoxton,


  July 3lst, 1849.


  My dear Sir,—As you have requested me to furnish you with an account of our Juvenile Missionary Association here, from its commencement to the present time, I have great pleasure, as far as my ability extends, in acceding to your request. I do not flatter myself, however, that anything I can say will do much to advance the cause in which you are so actively engaged; but nevertheless, if only a small portion of good results from the present effort, I shall be thankful for it, and I hope God will be glorified, and his work extended.


  The Hoxton Juvenile Missionary Association took its rise under the following circumstances:— during the early part of the year 1847, the committee of the adults' branch had their attention directed in a special manner to the necessity of increased exertions, in order to raise the Mission Fund in their locality. In hope of effecting, and with a view to excite attention and afford information, a special meeting of the members of society was convened in the course of the summer of that year, in the Wesleyan school-rooms. New Ivy-street, Hoxton, tea being provided gratuitously by the members of the committee. The Rev. Alfred Barrett presided, and, with several other friends, delivered some highly interesting and judicious observations suited to the occasion. It was in the course of this meeting that the writer, who had previously been a constant reader of the "Reporter," &c., felt impressed that a great means of success had, up to that time, or at least for some years, been altogether lost sight of, namely, that of engaging the young as auxiliaries in the work. Being preoccupied with several offices at the time, he was led seriously to consider whether the claims which these had upon him, would permit him to engage in any additional scheme. After maturely deliberating upon the subject and consulting with his friends upon it, he at last felt it to be his duty at least to try. On mentioning the subject to his friend, Mr. H. Meek, he immediately on being requested, threw himself into the cause, and the two individuals, thus united, offering to engage in the work referred to, the proposition was at once accepted by the committee and adopted by them. Several difficulties, however, at that time, stood in the way of their commencing immediate operations. Many of the school friends, whose co-operation it was desirable to obtain, did not see as they saw, and unhappily at that period, all idea of a school association was necessarily and indefinitely postponed. Still, however, having set their minds upon the work, the persons appointed, and to whom reference has been made, determined, if possible, to make an effort of some kind. This they therefore did, and with some difficulty gathered together at the chapel a few of the Sunday scholars and other juveniles, to the number of about six or eight, and with these they commenced and formed the nucleus of the present association. The plan pursued to the present time, has been, for the secretaries to meet the collector in the chapel vestry, once in every month, to receive their contributions, sing and pray with them, address them on missionary subjects, and, if time be afforded, to read some one or more of the articles contained in the "Wesleyan Juvenile Offering," or some other interesting missionary publication. Each collector of one shilling, or upwards, per month, has been uniformly presented with a copy of the above mentioned periodical at each meeting, and the joy evinced by the young people on the receipt of these tokens of encouragement and reward, has been pleasingly gratifying.


  Not satisfied with the small commencement made, the committee determined, in April, 1848, to make a more public effort, for the purpose of making the association more generally known, and for extending its operations and its usefulness. With this view, on the 15th of the following month (May, 1848), a public juvenile missionary meeting was held in the Wesleyan Chapel, Hoxton Old Town, at which the Rev. Thomas Yasey, Mr. J. Blake, and several local friends, assisted. On the previous sabbath, a copy of a small handbill, announcing the meeting, and inviting the children, their parents and friends, was placed in the hands of each Sunday scholar, on leaving tha school; and, at the meeting itself, the attendance, both of children and adults, was highly gratifying; the addresses, also, which were delivered on the occasion, were of an exceedingly interesting and appropriate character. The immediate results of the meeting were—the diffusion of information amongst those present; a considerable addition to the number of the collectors; and, as time and the association have advanced, a considerable degree of emulation has been excited between it and the other missionary associations connected with the branch society. From the period just referred to, our progress has been gratifying and encouraging; our second public meeting has very recently been held, and the report made on that occasion was, that, during the twelve months immediately preceding, the amount raised by the Hoxton juvenile collectors had been about 19£. Add to this the amount collected during the first few months of trial, and a total will then be given as the result of about eighteen months' collecting, and principally by halfpenny a week subscriptions, of about 26£. This of course does not include the Christmas offerings, which of themselves in that lime have been at least 10£. "Behold how great a matter a little fire kindleth!"


  With the accessions obtained at the last meeting, we have now from forty to fifty juvenile missionary collectors in connection with our new Hoxton branch. We also find that, by this time, in most quarters, prejudice is either giving, or has altogether given way; the co-operation of our school friends is willing, hearty, and cheerful; and, with God's blessing upon the labours of the present year, we are in full expectation of being able to report at the close, an income of not less than 30£. In anticipation of this result we would heartily and earnestly say, "To God alone be all the glory."


  Such is an imperfect sketch of our juvenile missionary history here at Hoxton. In concluding my account, I would just say, If there be any one, who, upon perusing this paper, feels it upon his mind to "go and do likewise," remember the oft-quoted and useful little word frequently given to children as a motto, "try." Do not be discouraged by a few difficulties in commencing— these are almost sure to come; for what great or good work has ever been wrought or achieved without these being encountered ? Think of the difficulties of Luther, of Wesley, of Coke, and others, of our own parent society burdened with a debt of 15,000£.! of the difficulties endured and overcome by our own missionaries and those of other evangelical denominations, in foreign lands! and, in view of the momentous and important achievements of the honoured individuals and societies referred to, let it be the work of "young men and maidens, old men and children," to emulate their zeal, and, by a united and vigorous effort in a common cause, to hasten that day which many often pray for, when "the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the great deep;" "when the Son shall have the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for his possession!"


  Wishing you, my dear sir, every success in your projected publication,


  I am, with kind regards.


  Yours, very truly,


  S. Bradford, Sec. Hoxton Juv, Miss, Assoc,


  Mr, Joseph Blake.


  TO MINISTERS.


  As I am deeply sensible that the extensive and efficient operation of the Juvenile Missionary Society will depend very considerably on the measure of approval and co-operation which it may receive from the ministers of our connection, I would conclude my undertaking by a respectful and earnest appeal to them. I would, in the first place, bespeak their attention to the extreme simplicity of the scheme itself. I know, indeed, that this is a feature of it which will expose it to the indifference and hostility of many; but, to the intelligent, it should surely commend a cause that it aims at the noblest end by the use of the humblest means. My scheme is not embarrassed with any complex or cumbersome machinery, requiring either great attention to understand it, or great labour to work it: in all its details it has been studiously and carefully adapted to the capacities, the energies, and the resources of a child. I would further observe, that I have not proceeded thus far with the Juvenile Missionary movement without seeking and obtaining the favourable opinion of many of our most eminent and experienced ministers, some of whose testimonials I have incorporated with the substance of the preceding pages. It is my duty very gratefully to acknowledge the assistance and encouragement which I have uniformly received from the Rev. Messrs. Samuel and Robert Jackson, both of whom have urged me forward, amid difficulties and trials, believing, as they do, that this society is calculated to give a right direction to youthful zeal, and to assist in forming a generation of working Christians. I would further remind our beloved ministers, that the movement is no longer a mere experiment: it has been tried in various districts: in the metropolis, in the agricultural districts, and in the large manufacturing towns, and I have never heard of any valid objection to its working, or any real failure in its results. On the contrary, I have received from every quarter the most gratifying reports of success. Its very simplicity gives it a universal adaptation. But the ground on which I rest my appeal to our ministers, is that on which I have endeavoured to lay especial stress in the whole of this book — the Christian training of our youth. If the missionary spirit is an essential element of Christianity, the missionary character must enter more or less into that of every Christian. That the former is true, need not be proved to those who understand the Christianity of the New Testament; and, least of all, to those whose ecclesiastical economy is perhaps the best exemplification of the missionary spirit of Christianity that has been witnessed in modem times. "The world is my parish," was the philanthropic and catholic saying of the apostle of religious revivals in the last century; and the spirit of those who slight his memory or depreciate his labours is not to be courted. One of the most sagacious and powerful writers of the present age has said, in reference to the origin of Methodism,'' We regard that memorable outbreak against the heartless formalism and the low profligacy of the times, not only as having given a new moral and religious character to the English people, but as having extended its leaven of improvement to classes far above the multitude. By elevating the poor, it has done much towards shaming the rich into better conduct. If our courts and baronial halls are not the homes of that factious selfishness, of that everlasting frivolity, or of that infidel licentiousness, which prevailed in them during the greater part of the last century, we owe this improvement in high places to improvement which began much lower down. The regeneration which took place among the lowest, contributed to a trivial reformation among the highest. The pulpit of Methodism, moreover, has had its favourable influence on all other pulpits. Thus the character of Methodism has given a strong impress — an impress greatly for the better to our national character. (Essays,vol. i.p. 53.) "Such is the candid and valuable testimony of Dr. Robert Vaughan to the past influence of Methodism. I trust that the present race of Methodists will lose nothing of that spirit of holy enterprise and self-denying devotedness for which their fathers were so honourably distinguished. It is my solemn conviction that Methodism has still a great work to do for this nation, and for the world; and I am, therefore, intensely anxious that none of Christ's lambs should be allowed to escape from the fold; but that—in addition to their being placed under intelligent catechists, ''that they may know the certainty of those things wherein they have been instructed"—they may also be furnished with some pious employment which is calculated to enlarge their views, to expand their sympathies, and to develope their energies. I know of no employment so well fitted to accomplish these results as that of helping forward the cause of Christian missions. It is the cause of God, the cause of Christ, the cause of hundreds of millions of perishing immortals. Help us, then, ye ministers of the Cross! Help us, by your influence, your counsels, your advocacy, your writings, your prayers. Infant voices, in innumerable multitudes, are already shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David; Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest." Help us to swell the chorus, and to prolong the strain.


  It is not my intention, nor would it be in my power, to indicate any specific plan by which the influence of ministers might be brought to bear on the juvenile missionary enterprise; and indeed this must, to a great extent, be regulated by circumstances. I have, however, much pleasure in inserting the following graphic notice of the Founder of Methodism, which has been contributed by an esteemed friend.


  "The venerable Wesley was remarkable for his condescending attentions to the young; and his endeavours to increase their piety, and promote their intellectual improvement, were enlightened and unremitting. When he met them at the door of the sanctuary, or in the houses of their parents, he often put his hands upon them and blessed them in the 'ever blessed name.' In all public prayers and private intercessions they were affectionately remembered. When at the visitation of the classes he met with any of them who possessed superior piety, or who gave indications of more than ordinary capacity, he took down their names, inquired into their circumstances in life, and, besides giving them some token of his personal esteem, he frequently contrived means for improving their prospects and advancing their usefulness in the world. Many of his letters are addressed to youthful correspondents; and his journals abound with accounts of early conversions and youthful piety. By a beautiful simplicity of style he adapted his public discourses to their capacity; by an exhaustless fund of interesting anecdote he entertained them in private; and by various productions of his pen he laboured to direct their devotions, and to instruct them in the elements of logic, history, natural philosophy, and especially in the things which belonged to their peace. We know not that he had their interests specifically in view when he established class meetings in his societies; but certain we are, that no better means could have been contrived for fostering their religious impressions, guarding them against the friendship of the world, securing their agency to the service of the Church, and for training them up in holiness, usefulness and honour. It was his ardent desire that Methodism should be, in the style of its preaching and in the plan of its discipline, specially adapted to the poor and the young; and who does not see that the desire of his heart has been granted, and that the work of his hands has been established? The poor we have always had with us; and at no former period was the number of our young disciples greater than at present."


  In confirmation of the concluding sentence of this interesting commission, it affords me the highest gratification to quote an extract from the Report of the Catechumen Committee presented to the late Conference in Manchester. It appears, from that Report, that there are at present 21,367 catechumens formed into classes, and receiving systematic instruction from regularly appointed catechists. The Report concludes with these words: "We feel bound, in the name and on behalf of our youth, to return our grateful thanks to those ministers who have originated catechumen classes, and sent us an account of what they have done; and, at the same time to add, that, considering the intelligence and energy which have been displayed, and the success which, by God's blessing, has been realized, we are led to expect that, at no distant day, there will be 200,000 catechumens placed under the care of the Wesleyan ministers in Great Britain: and as to the influence which that will have upon our adult societies, we leave our friends to infer the future from the past and to form their own conclusions." The Rev. Samuel Jackson, in submitting this Report, said, "A combined and vigorous effort would soon give them 200,000 catechumens in Great Britain; and that number once attained, it was his opinion that 'Methodism, in this country, would steadily increase, at the rate of 8000 or 10,000 members per annum." I have hailed the progress of the catechumen movement with peculiar satisfaction and thankfulness; it was long and urgently needed to preserve our youth in connection with the Church of Christ, and to give a holy bias to their sentiments and character. In fulfilling their very important duties, the catechists, whether lay or ministerial, may infuse the missionary spirit into our youth. I gather from what I have read and heard of the course pursued in the classes that the great theme, the very alpha and omega of the exercises, is "Incarnate God" Where, I would ask, can we find a nobler exhibition of the missionary than in ''Jesus of Nazareth, who went about doing good?" He might have located himself in the metropolis of Judea, or in his paternal city, and have performed his miracles of mercy as he restored the nobleman's son, by a sentence, ''Thy son liveth,'' and without going up from Cana to Capernaum; but he preferred "going about to do good." At one time, we find him on the shores of the sea of Galilee, then visiting the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, then traversing the course of the Jordan, then preaching in the villages and cities of Judea; always and everywhere seeking "to save that which was lost." In the tender sympathy, the self-denying benevolence, and unwearied activity of this Great Missionary, there is a model which youth as well as age may imitate with advantage. This last command to his apostles was an appropriate termination of so beneficent a career: "And he said unto them. Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature." I would not wish a better comment on the meaning and spirit of these words than that which is supplied in the four brief biographies of the Incarnate God.


  In thus attempting to connect the Catechumen with the Juvenile Missionary movement, some will, perhaps, be disposed to think that I am in danger of damaging that noble scheme which is now originating on such an extensive scale for the benefit of our youth. If I thought there was the least ground for this apprehension, I should be the first to deprecate the attempt; but our object is, in a very emphatic sense, one. The Cathechist aims at making intelligent Christians. I aim at making working Christians. If our youth are to be wise as well as intelligent, they must be trained to labour for God. Is it not more than probable, too, that many of the ministers and missionaries of the future are at present Catechumens—that from those classes there will spring up another John Hunt to be an apostle to Fejee? If so, the truths which are being lodged in their memory;—the trains of thoughts which are created, and of emotions which are produced, under their weekly exercises, will exert a very direct and important influence on their efficiency and usefulness. It is desirable that they should be made acquainted with the wretched condition of millions of our race: that they should be taught to regard them as beings who were made in the image of God, who have been redeemed with the Saviour's bloody and must exist for ever in conscious happiness or woe: it is desirable that they should be instructed in the complete and merciful adaptation of the provisions and agencies of the Gospel to the case of the benighted and perishing: it is desirable that they should be encouraged confidently to anticipate that foretold millennium when idolatry, superstition, war, and sin shall be banished from our earth; and when all shall acknowledge the dominion of the Incarnate God. Let our youth be told that they can help to hasten this glorious consummation, and let them be asked, ''Will you help to hasten it?" If I have not formed a very erroneous opinion of them, this appeal will awaken a prompt, a deep, a cheerful, and a very general response.


  EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS.


  Dear Sir,—I am becoming more and more convinced of the importance of working for the cause of missions, nor can I see how the Divine command of our risen Lord and Saviour can be obeyed, except those who profess to love him join hands in this labour of love.—G. B. Locke.


  Another writes:


  My dear Sir,—I very much approve of the object you have in view, and am fully persuaded that the youth of our land might be very efficiently brought to labour in our mission work, and that, too, to a great extent. Generally, they have more time, greater activity, and more freedom from the anxieties of life than those of riper years.— W, Dingley.


  ''On the first opportunity I intend to bring your plan before our friends. Little things in many cases lead to grand results; all great things in which mortals are concerned as agents began in something small.''—Rev. John Croft.


  CONCLUSION.


  And now, my dear friends—teachers, ministers, and all who feel an interest in this great movement—let me urge, in conclusion, that you watch over these dear little ones as they advance in life; get them folded in the catechumen classes, where they will be watched over and kept from many evils to which they would otherwise be exposed. You will find much instruction and very great encouragement in what has been already done by the "Catechumen Reporter," a small but very valuable monthly publication, edited by the Rev. Robert Jackson, and issued expressly for the furtherance and help of catechumen classes.


  I would also beg to state that Mr. R. Mimpriss has done good service to this cause by his indefatigable labours in providing such a delightful "Harmony of the Gospels," and at such a reasonable price that all may now partake of the boon.


  I do hope sincerely that our friends will, without delay, make a beginning at once; and, above al