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A proposal for the Hatfield Road Methodist Church Council to consider....
The Future for Hatfield Road

Over the last three years Cliff College students have been the focus for Mission Possible. In the last twelve months the church has studied the book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations during the 2015 Church Away Weekend and last autumn in house groups.

As a result of those discussions the many and varied responses have been summarised and were the subject of some discussion at an open meeting on Sunday 31 January 2016.

The church has started to look at its future mission and ministry. One of the issues raised has been the relationship between Hatfield Road and Marlborough Road. The answer to that question should significantly influence how Hatfield Road considers its own long term mission and ministry. The matter is urgent and cannot wait.

The church is aware that Marlborough Road is facing huge challenges in relation to its premises and the potential cost of repairs and renewals and is also considering its future life and mission. The Methodist Church is a connexional church where each part belongs to the other for mission, mutual support and help. This seems an opportune moment in the life of both churches to ask some fundamental questions about their relationship as congregations and buildings.

Chris Kitchin, February 2016

SUGGESTED RESOLUTIONS:

To that end, the Church Council of Hatfield Road Methodist Church:

1
Invites the Church Council of Marlborough Road Methodist Church to form with it a joint group to 
address those issues;

2
Suggests the membership of that group might comprise from each church in equal number the 
presbyter in pastoral charge, a church steward, church treasurer; church council secretary, and a 
circuit steward (not from either church) with others having expertise and experience in 
organisational development;

3
Offers the following purposes of the group: 

· To share the thinking of both churches in relation to their present situations and 
future mission and ministry;

· To advise both churches on the way forward for Methodist mission and ministry in St Albans;

4
Proposes that the group should report back to a general church meeting of each church called for 
the purpose and held no later than...., and, in the light of any provisional conclusions reached 
subsequently, to each church council no later than.....
2
Suggests the membership of that group should be decided by the two presbyters, subject to the 
inclusion from each church of at least one church steward, the church treasurer and church council 
secretary together with a representative from the circuit leadership team who belongs to neither 
church. The group may coopt others having expertise and experience in organisational 
development;

